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Brunswick Residents Network survey:  
Our Stay-at-Home Lives. 
Introduction
COVID-19 and Brunswick
The coronavirus pandemic of 2020 has transformed 
our society in many ways. As the SARS-Cov-2 virus 
spread in the community, many people around 
Australia found themselves staying at home. With the 
initial closure of schools, restaurants, local businesses 
and public facilities – libraries, swimming pools, gyms, 
galleries and more – people lost their jobs or faced 
reduced hours. Others had to work from home and 
many families began online education for children 
at home, with parents juggling work and schooling. 
The pandemic exacerbated existing problems for the 
homeless, those living with violence in the home or 
family, and people living with disabilities.
As of 8 May 2020, there were 52 people diagnosed 
with COVID-19 in the City of Moreland (ranking our 
municipality ninth in Victoria’s 73 local government 
areas for the number of confirmed infections).
What does this mean for the day-to-day life of people 
living across Brunswick?

Our survey
As a local community network, Brunswick Residents 
Network (BRN) decided to quickly survey local 
residents about the positives and negatives of living 
through the pandemic. The survey is not just social 
history – it aims to gather information and prompt 
discussion about how we can respond to the recovery 
to come, addressing challenges around work, home 
life and community development.
We conducted an online survey over a week between 
19-26 April 2020, which quickly gained 189 
responses. We asked open-ended questions in the 
survey, before prompting answers with questions 
about specific activities. Responses were anonymous. 

The responses are a snapshot of life in Brunswick, not 
a comprehensive survey of all residents. The survey 
was voluntary; only open for a week; it was conducted 
online and in English, all which limited participation, 
and it’s likely that younger people were under-
represented. Almost all respondents were people who 
live in the suburb, rather than those who only work or 
transit through Brunswick. 
Despite these  limitations, the survey responses are 
thoughtful, often insightful, and this substantial 
sample of residents provides a valuable snapshot of 
our lives at this particular point in time. The number 
of responses ensures it will be a useful resource for 
historians.  The substance of the report is direct quotes 
from Brunswick residents. The quotes included in this 
report sample the often-lengthy replies to open-ended 
questions.  Respondents enthusiastically took up the 
opportunity to write about their experiences.

How residents see  
our Stay-at-Home lives
This report summarises these 189 responses and 
the hundreds of comments submitted. We began 
by asking for the major impact of the stay-at-home 
changes (question2). Responses were classified as 
positive, negative and ambiguous. Two thirds of those 
surveyed (66%) described negative impacts; only 
10% described positive impacts. The remaining 24% 
were ambiguous: either they didn’t indicate whether 
the changes were perceived as good or bad, or the 
comments included both positives and negatives.
As you will see in the following pages, there were clear 
differences between people who live alone and those 
at home with children, those working from home and 
those who are unemployed or working less hours as a 
result of the pandemic.
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A lot of the results were predictable: for example, 
people with children at home during the day were 
more likely to mention difficulties with their own 
work at home. Many people are missing culture, 
entertainment and restaurants (21%), socialising 
with family (16.4%) or missing friends (14.2%).Those 
particularly at risk from COVID-19, due to age or 
illness, were more likely to report feeling isolated and 
to miss friends. 
Others however highlighted both positive and 
negative elements of living under lock-down and some 
responses showed some common ways of adapting 
(63% of those unemployed or working less hours were 
doing more gardening).

The negatives 
When people were asked for the negative impacts, 
social rather than practical issues were at the forefront. 
Looking to the future, many of those surveyed painted 
a gloomy future for Brunswick. Almost 40% expressed 
concern for the future of local small businesses, and 
in particular, cafes, restaurants, local shops and music 
venues. Another 13% highlighted how shop-front 
closures would change our local streetscapes and 
thus change our way of life for the worse. Others were 
concerned about people losing jobs, and about people 
in financial hardship.

The positives
Despite this, respondents highlighted a number of 
positive experiences from these difficult times. One 
person noted that the pandemic “provides a rich 
resource of experience and knowledge to build future 
activism and options for change.”

These welcome changes in our community came in 
many forms. More than a third (38%) mentioned the 
slow-down in our lives and having more time, with 
one in four appreciating more time with family (at 
home or online). 21% commented on an increase 
in friendliness and a sense of community, with 
neighbours speaking to each other and building 
community networks.  

We LOVE quiet streets
A striking feature of the survey was the way that 
residents welcome quieter streets and less traffic. 
As hundreds of new apartments have been built 
in Brunswick in recent years, our suburb has faced 
significant problems with traffic management and 
access to public transport. BRN has long campaigned 
for safer streets, better public transport and improved 
infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians. The survey 
clearly reinforces the importance of this issue. 
Many respondents appreciated increased safety – 
especially for cyclists and children using local streets 
– and the ability to cross roads safely. The reduction 
of traffic noise and pollution was widely welcomed. 
Responses to the change in traffic patterns were 
overwhelmingly positive (nearly 30% were coded as 
“enthusiastic”, using adjectives like: ‘great’, ‘amazing’, 
‘fantastic’, ‘superb’, and ‘brilliant’, along with capital 
letters and exclamation marks!!!!).
Despite problems of personal isolation and 
unemployment, many people appreciate 
the opportunity to move safely around the 
neighbourhood; with many having re-discovered 
cycling and walking. 

“It depends what we do with what we now 
know. It could be good to help us work out 
that lots of impossible things – like raising 
the dole – are actually very possible.”
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Let’s imagine a better Brunswick…

(Continued from page 3)

This is a phenomenon seen around the world, and 
some urban planners have seized the opportunity to 
start a discussion on post-pandemic planning, the use 
of public space and transport design. Cities as diverse 
as Mexico City, Oakland, Vancouver and Toronto are 
already opening up their streets for walking, cycling 
and community activities during the crisis, and looking 
to maintain these changes into the future.

Continuing the debate
This report documents the history of our suburb at a 
unique point in time. We hope that this survey will 
also contribute to discussions about similar shifts in 
community life that are needed for Melbourne. 
On 2 May 2020, Brunswick Residents Network held an 
online community forum with the three South Ward 
councillors, who represent Brunswick, Brunswick East 
and Brunswick West on Moreland City Council. We 
discussed Council’s current response to the pandemic, 
but also potential actions for the future.

Our Stay-at-Home Lives.  
Introduction

In coming months, BRN will continue to organise 
community discussions about how we can build on 
the positive responses expressed in this survey. We 
hope that this snapshot will begin conversations 
about options for change: prompting mutual aid by 
people living and working in Brunswick, as well as 
policy changes for Moreland City Council and the State 
government to implement during the post-pandemic 
recovery. As one respondent noted: “It depends what 
we do with what we now know. It could be good to 
help us work out that lots of impossible things – like 
raising the dole – are actually very possible.”

Survey designed, implemented and report prepared by Nancy 
Atkin, Pamela Duncan and Nic Maclellan for Brunswick Residents 
Network. Our thanks to all those who participated. Quotes 
have been slightly edited for spelling and punctuation. The 
(anonymous) raw data will be archived. Brunswick, May 2020. 
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Question 1. This survey is for people who live 
or (normally) work or study in Brunswick. Do 
you (tick all that apply): Live in Brunswick; 
Work in Brunswick; Study in Brunswick?

Almost everyone who responded, lives in Brunswick 
(98%). Most of those who work here (90%), also live 
here.

Question 6. Are you now . . .(Tick all that apply). 

This question sought further demographic details. As 
we will report, these were used to analyse whether 
different groups were affected differently.

The categories, and the responses, are shown in the 
graph below:
Working at home:  65%
Particularly at risk from COVID-19  
due to age or health:   31%
With children at home during the day 
due to stay-at-home policies:  22%
Working less hours as a result of COVID-19: 16%
Working outside home: 12%
Unemployed as a result of  COVID-19:  5%

Who took our survey?
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Question 2: What has been the major impact 
of the stay-at-home rules for you?

The three opening questions on the pandemic were 
open-ended, aiming to get people to say what was 
foremost on their mind. 
Responses to Question 2 were rated as as positive, 
negative or ambiguous.  Two thirds (66%) described 
negative impacts; 10% described positive impacts.  The 
remaining 24% were ambiguous: either not indicating 
whether impacts were good or bad, or mentioning 
both positives and negatives.
Impacts varied very widely.  Those that recurred were 
tagged. Impacts most mentioned were: working from 
home; missing friends, and seeing family less. 
In the table at right, the most common responses are 
listed. However no response is common to even a fifth 
of respondents.  

Q.2: Major impacts
Impact Percentage

Work at home 18.38%

Missing friends 17.30%

See family less 11.89%

Isolated 10.81%

At home 9.19%

No socialising /restaurants/
Entertainment

9.19%

Home with kids/home schooling 8.65%

Emotions, mental health, 
boredom

8.11%

Less exercise 8.11%

Working at home difficult 6.49%

Grandparenting issues 5.41%

Less/no work 5.41%

Miss the community 5.41%

See family more 4.86%

Slowed down/ calmer 4.86%

Can’t travel to family 4.32%

Shopping changed 3.24%

Eating at home 2.70%

Home & garden projects 2.70%

Quiet/peaceful 2.70%

Missing playground, zoo, pool 2.16%

Money concerns 2.16%

Working from home 
I’m working from home. I’m doing 
everything at home. 

Working from home with a five year old 
at home all the time has been intense.

Working from home. Having all our 
neighbours home all the time too.

I have to work from home, as does 
my partner, and my kids are doing 
schoolwork at home.

“Working from home with a five year old 
at home all the time has been intense”
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Miss friends 
Missing family and Brunswick 
community activities. 

Limiting contact with people and no 
activities with organisations I belong to 
such as U3 A and Probus.

Not socialising with family nor friends 
nor neighbors, only via devices.

Not going out for dinner, not visiting 
local playgrounds, not socialising with 
friends, not going to the gym, not 
catching public transport, working and 
schooling from home.

Not . . . seeing friends, working from 
home, restaurants and pub live music, 
going to movies, theatres and festivals, 
golf — it is hard but worth it.

Isolated
Working from home. Isolation. Going 
stir crazy every now and then. 

Not able to have direct face-to-face contact.

 I am 82, live alone. Cafes, shops, 
galleries..are where I interact with 
people..this has gone. Walking the dog 
is good. I notice how extra friendly 
people are as we carefully pass by each 
other.

Physical contact limited to immediate 
family.

No concerts, visitors and limited outings.

No socialising/
restaurants/entertainment
Working from home. Not being able 
to do recreational activities. Not being 
able to socialise. Not being able to dine 
in at restaurants & cafes. Having to 
plan to shop for groceries at non-peak 
times, and trying to buy more at once.

Working at home, unable to see friends 
(incl going to restaurants, theatre, 
music etc), unable to holiday, unable to 
do normal leisure activities like gravel 
or mountain bike riding, less work (for 
me and my partner).

No swimming, no live music, no eating out.

Not being able to eat out, do volunteer 
work, go to movies and theatre.

Not going out for dinner, not visiting 
local playgrounds, not socialising with 
friends, not going to the gym, not 
catching public transport, working and 
schooling from home.

Working from home, unable to go to 
cinemas, galleries, restaurants, many 
national parks, can only see one friend 
at a time in person (my family is 
interstate).

“Working from home. Isolation.  
Going stir crazy every now and then”
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Emotions, mental health, 
boredom
Fear!

Restrictions on contact with family and 
friends. Fear of virus – immune and 
ongoing health issues.

No income; stress about the future.

Anxiety.

Life can be boring with the strict rules. 
My partner is on the computer and 
his mobile 24/7 but I like to be out 
and about and to be face-to-face with 
friends and family.

Depression from being alone so much. 
Can’t employ my normal tactics to feel 
better. 

Trying to stay motivated and now limit 
amount of news I listen to. 

Only able to do minimal work from 
home so boredom is a factor.

Uncertainty.

Feel stressed.

Home with kids 
home schooling
Home with three kids. 

No commute on the packed number 1. 
Children at home, being schooled.

Struggling to keep up with work while 
helping kids do online school work.

Being stood down from my job and my 
kids not going to school.

I am a freelancer and I lost some of 
my jobs and had a quite bit of travel 
booked before this too which was all 
cancelled. My kids are not able to go to 
school — they are coping OK but my 
older is in year 11 and he is worried 
about the impacts. My husband’s 
business having all events cancelled.

Not going in to work as much, husband 
at home full time (normally goes to 
work full time), lots more family time, 
kids home from school.

Kids doing school at home, and no sport 
training/games to get to.

My family is home 24/7. I’ve worked at 
home for the past 14 years, but this is 
the first time my husband has worked 
from home. My kids are doing distance 
learning. That has positives and 
negatives. 

Major impacts (continued)

At home
Just at home, can be a bit tedious.

Having to stay in the house with kids. 
Not able to go to playgrounds/zoo/pool.

Not being able to go out and enjoy 
Brunswick like I normally would. Hate 
being house bound.

Spend more time at home cooking good 
food and reading.

“Being stood down 
from my job and 
my kids not going to 
school”
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Major impacts (continued)

It depends who you are
When responses are filtered by demographic 
information given in question 6, it is clear that the 
impact of stay-at-home rules relates closely and often 
predictably to individual circumstances. 

People who reported having children at home during 
the day due to stay-at-home policies were more likely 
to mention difficulties working at home (16%). 
This group, notably, did not mention these impacts 
reported by others:
• Eating at home 
• Emotions, mental health issues, or boredom
• Spending time on home and garden
• Shopping issues
• Travelling to see family
• Missing community
They were much less likely to report missing friends 
(8%) or family less (5%). 

People who reported being particularly at risk from 
COVID-19 due to age or health, were more likely to 
note feeling isolated (22%); and to miss friends (22%).  
No-one in this group mentioned slowing down, 
or missing playgrounds and other child-oriented 
recreation, as impacts.
Very few mentioned being at home; difficulties 
working at home; or things being quiet or peaceful.

People who reported working at home in question 
6, described working from home as a major impact 
in 30% of cases.  This group was more likely to report 
slowing down or having more time (7%), seeing their 
family more (8%), being home with kids (12%), and 
finding working at home difficult (11%). 
They were less likely to report feeling isolated (6%), or 
emotional/mental health/boredom issues. 

People who reported being unemployed or working 
less hours as the result of COVID-19, did not vary 
much in their comments from the group as a whole.   
Only one in four (23%)  of people who had lost work, 
mentioned having less or no work as a major impact. 
This group was more likely to mention emotions, 
mental health issues or boredom (11%). They were 
less likely to mention being home with children, or 
missing going out. None mentioned eating at home.

Grandparenting
Working from home. Taking extra 
precautions when caring for our grand 
children two days per week. Having to 
be well prepared with lesson plans for 
our eldest grandchild.

Kids unable to see Grandparents, and 
not being able to play with their friends, 
or use playgrounds.

Ceased looking after grandchild one 
day a week. Ceased Trugo competition. 
Ceased using shops and cafes on 
Sydney Road. Ceased casual work for 
two companies and one university.

Can’t see my grand-daughters.

Closure of offices, schools and inability 
for children to spend time with 
grandparents.

I have to work from home, as does 
my partner, and my kids are doing 
schoolwork at home. I’m missing not 
being able to see extended family 
and particularly missing having 
grandparents around to help with child 
care.

“Can’t see my  
grand-daughters”
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Hard to work at home
Workspace and living space are one and 
the same which means for disruption.

Problems with working from home. 
Internet and network issues, noise, both 
in shared accommodation and on street 
making video conferencing difficult.

Less interaction with my work team 
makes it harder and slower.

Remote work and kids and partner 
home for longer periods. I work from 
home a lot anyway and I now have 
to negotiate more people in my space 
more often.

More time with my kids. Less time to 
myself, total annihilation of work/life 
boundaries. 

Mindfulness of physical distancing while 
walking, shopping. Adjusting to new 
ways of doing my normally face to face 
work. Need for more technology.

Professionally isolating and more 
difficult to do my job.

Major impacts (continued)

“More time with my kids. Less time to 
myself, total annihilation of work/life 
boundaries” 

Less exercise
Not able to go to yoga, parkrun and 
runs with friends. 

Lost 80% of my work, no gym 
(important for mental health). 
Otherwise like the quiet, the slower 
pace, the emptier streets.

Unable to go to my regular pubs, 
restaurants and cafes. Brunswick Baths 
been closed cannot use gym, pool or spa.

 I can’t go to the gym every day like I 
used to, I can’t visit my family, I can’t 
do my own shopping.

Closure of shared workspaces, 
neighbourhood houses, hence lack of 
access to tools to work on projects that 
might otherwise suit being isolated, 
Closure of music venues, limited 
access to parks other than for exercise, 
inability to sit and draw people in the 
street, park or cafe, not being able 
to sit or work in our favourite cafes, 
not being able to get out and ride any 
distance or any significant hills, not 
being able to see family or friends.
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Missing outings and 
entertainment 
Unable to go out for lazy brunch. 
People looking wary as they sidle by

Loss of income. Isolation, from kiss on 
the cheek from friends to a drink or two 
. . . clanging of glasses.

Can’t see a movie, or go to a cafe. Can’t 
visit friends and family. Can’t play with 
my ukulele group. Can’t play petanque 
in the park.

Q.3: Negatives
Question 3: What were the negatives?

Once again, there were a spread of responses for this 
open-ended question.  However, social issues were at 
the forefront. The quotations here illustrate some of 
the more common responses.

Impact Per cent
No culture/restaurants/
entertainment

21.3%

Less exercise 19.1%

Not family 16.4%

Less socialising 14.2%

Not friends 14.2%

Emotions/Mental health/bored 10.9%

Money/job 9.8%

No trips/holidays 9.8%

Shopping issues 8.7%

Isolation 7.1%

Children at home 6.6%

No physical contact 6.0%

Work from home issues 6.0%

Disease-anxious 5.5%

Concern over rulebreakers 4.9%

Worry for others 4.9%

Worry for traders/shops 4.9%

At home 4.4%

None, not much 4.4%

Miss freedom/spontaneity 3.8%

Grandchild/parent issues 2.7%

No library 2.7%

Walking paths crowded 2.2%

Work from home 2.2%

Noise from outside 1.6%

Many people are missing culture, entertainment and 
restaurants (21%), socialising (14%), family (16%) 
and friends (14%). 
Lack of exercise was again a common concern (as in 
“Major Impacts”) as gyms close and trips to work stop.   
(Note that Questions 4 and 7 show however that others 
are exercising more. ) 
Emotions, loneliness, boredom and mental health 
issues were mentioned by 11%; in addition to those 
7% who noted isolation as an issue.  Another oftern-
mentioned aspect of the new rules, is lack of physical 
or face-to-fact contact.  Others (11%) saw themselves 
as lucky. Some  worried about others (5%), or about 
local businesses (5%,  but note that these concerns 
are raised much more often in response to Question 9).
Working from home, and having children at home, 
were two further areas of concern (note that elsewhere 
we report on others enjoying more family contact). 
Another group of concerns was around catching the 
disease, and about rule-breakers. 
Many people find shopping difficult. Stay-at-home 
rules have caused havoc for many who had planned to 
travel for pleasure, work, or to see family.
It’s notable that although this survey was anonymous, 
there was no mention of violence or conflict in the home.
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Negatives (continued)

Loss of social interaction
Lack of social interaction. Worrying 
about others, especially who lost casual 
work or are not permanent residents 
who can’t pay bills and rent. Worried 
for younger people’s futures.

A lot less socialisation. We see less 
of our neighbours and have been 
concerned about our older neighbours 
— have been able to check occasionally 
but not as often we did before. You 
have to intrude more deliberately now. 
We miss the activities we did regularly 
(dance class, volunteering at CERES, 
eating locally, movies) and also seeing 
friends. Sometimes it has been difficult 
to decide whether it is appropriate to go 
somewhere or do certain activities - the 
uncertainty cuts into every part of your 
life.  . . . Social distancing makes people 
avoid each other. For some, that seems 
to mean you can’t talk on the street or 
at the park. There is a high level of fear 
around.

Lack of physical contact
No face to face with people like 
touching and hugging.

Missing hugs.

Lack of physical contact with family.

Proper hellos with friends ie hugs, kiss, 
etc.

Missing family, friends
Missing family interstate and overseas. 
Boredom with only being able to see 
friends/family via internet — it’s not 
the same and it’s kind of tiring. Stuck 
with boarder in my small house now 
spending more time together in the 
same space No live music or being able 
to sit at restaurants.  Very crowded on 
Merri Creek Trail and main Yarra Trail

Less physical and social activity. Unable 
to play music with other musicians. 
Unable to take part in family events. 
Unable to organise my 70th birthday 
party.

Left: Impacts mentioned by  
over 5% of respondents.  
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Emotions, mental health.
Loneliness, too much time alone with 
my thoughts.

Mental health, freedom, fear.

Mental health, missing loved ones. 
Boredom. No work for my partner, 
adult children.

Stress.

Days when I’m home alone can get 
lonely. I’m also a very active person 
who rides to work, goes to the gym, 
coaches footy and all of that has 
stopped.

“Worrying about others, especially who 
lost casual work or are not permanent 
residents who can’t pay bills and rent. 
Worried for younger people’s futures”

Concern for others 
Feeling socially isolated, but I’m not 
complaining because other folks are 
doing it a lot tougher.

None. Feel very privileged to be able to 
see out the pandemic in relative ease.

Financial insecurity and stress about 
the future of my business, and 
providing for my staff and being able 
to do the right thing by our suppliers. 
Other things like not being able to go 
out for a coffee or meal or movie are 
minor inconveniences and not really 
any problem and we’ve found other 
ways to keep in touch with our friends.

Concern for children’s education, 
concern about financial impact on 
neighbours and local shops.Isolation

Alone.

I live alone so being unable to directly 
access my friendship and support 
network face to face and in the flesh 
has a big effect on my well-being.

Working in isolation — not much fun 
for the extroverts.

Hard for kids
Having two small kids in a small house. 
In a small house we make use of the 
area we live in a lot, pool, library and 
especially the playgrounds. It gets 
claustrophobic without these.

Feeling like it’s impossible to replicate 
the great job our teachers do.

My children missing out on socialising 
(and the learning that comes from 
that), team sport, cultural activity.
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Work from home issues
Have had to majorly reorganise our 
house to make work and study spaces. 
Not having an ergonomic workspace - 
sore back! Needing to be ultra-vigilant 
when out shopping to not touch my 
face, etc. and all the constant hand-
washing. Getting sick of walking the 
same streets for daily excerise. More 
graffiti. More dumped rubbish/hard 
waste.

Work invading life. Juggling kids’ needs 
with work requirements and feeling like 
neither is getting enough attention. Not 
being able to gather with good friends/
support people in person and also 
not being able to support small local 
businesses as much as usual.

Negatives (continued)

Disease danger
I can’t visit friends and family. And 
I’m now worried that something or 
someone in the neighborhood might 
pass on a potentially fatal disease. 

Concern about my husband’s health. 
. . . (He) is at higher risk, therefore we 
are in very strict isolation which is quite 
stressful.

The failure of people to observe 1.5 
metre distance on footpaths. Couples 
walking together are particularly selfish 
in this regard. 

Unsure if I should let people pat my 
dog (he’s cute and loves pats). So many 
footballs in the dog park. I get it, people 
need to exercise but there’s so many 
of them! Joggers huffing and puffing 
and spitting all over the place with 
no concern for Covid-19. People who 
have no sense of spatial awareness or 
physical distancing on the street or in 
shops stress me out. It seems such a 
basic thing to do for each other. AND 
PEOPLE WHO BRING THEIR DRUM KIT 
HOME WHEN PEOPLE ARE STUCK AT 
HOME. OMG so unkind.

“Joggers huffing and puffing and spitting all 
over the place with no concern for Covid-19” 

Lack of exercise
Not getting a daily ride in to work.

Kids doing much less physical activity 
and more screens. Hard to manage 
their schooling while also working from 
home.

Missing the gym and a safe space to 
exercise in the evenings.

Not being able to go to the gym has 
really impacted me mentally as well as 
physically. I am a diabetic so exercise is 
very very important to me.
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No trips!
No country trips, no live music, no 
eating out, no pub. 

No travel and this year I had 3 overseas 
and 3 domestic trips planned.

Had to cancel an overseas holiday, 
couldn’t go away for Easter. Unable to 
use the local library to borrow books.

Cancelled holidays. Cabin fever.

Restrictions on where I can go, unable 
to visit family and friends interstate.

Not seeing family, going camping, 
heading to the outback.

Not being able to go bushwalking or 
taking my puppy to the beach.

Shopping is hard
Not being able to do my own shopping 
when it suits me. Not having a haircut 
when I need it.

Residual impact of the panic / hoarding 
buying. 

My husband is over 70 and therefore 
can’t go shopping etcetera. 

Supermarket shopping has changed, 
there’s a different vibe there. People 
generally unhappy in the supermarket.

With a food intolerance some food 
products are difficult to source. 

“Cancelled holidays. Cabin fever.”

Left: Lygon Street tram,  
8 May  2020
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Q.4: Positives
Question: What have been the positives?

There was more in common among what people saw 
as positive impacts. This following quote covers most 
of them!

Finally got my vegetable garden 
underway. My daughter doing weekly 
shopping for me making me feel 
a bit spoilt and ensuring I see her 
regularly. Having time to cook and 
experiment with new recipes. Not being 
so concerned with my appearance. 
Accumulating less washing. Fewer 
daily financial costs. Participating in 
Zoom sessions. Being able to attend to 
household chores that I have previously 
neglected due to lack of time. Being 
part of my street’s WhatsApp group 
and meeting some of my neighbours 
for the first time. Not feeling pressured 
to be constantly going out or that I am 
missing out on travel adventures.

Many people (38%) mentioned the slow-down in our 
lives and having more time: a substantial proportion 
of respondents for an open-ended question. People 
also mentioned time saved on commuting (8%). 
People appreciate more time with family (at home or 
online) (23%).
Many (21%) commented on an increase in 
friendliness and a sense of community, with 
neighbours speaking to each other and building 
community networks. 
Many people are spending time on home, garden, 
and other “projects”.
Quiet streets and less traffic (each 14%) were  listed 
as positives. (Note Question 5 confirms that almost 
eveyone likes this.) Lack of pollution and clean air was 
listed by 7%. In addition many people (14%) mention 
the benefits of using new communications technology.

Comments also reflected on the possibility of change, 
shown by the decisive response to the pandemic.

Impact Per cent
More time, slowdown 38%

Family time 23.4%

Niceness, community, friendly 20.7%

Home and garden 19.6%

Less traffic 14.1%

New communications 13.6%

Quiet 13.6%

No commute time 8.2%

Home cooking 7.6%

Walking (themselves) 7.1%

Less pollution 6.5%

Friends time 6%

Reading more 6%

Dog-related 5.4%

Cheaper 4.9%

Work at home 4.9%

Good for exercise 4.4%

Birds 3.8%

Good for bikes 3.3%

Limiting COVID 2.7%

Less stress 2.7%

(Other) people walking/active 2.7%

Music 1.6%

No drunks 1.1%
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Left: Impacts mentioned  
by more than 5% of respondents

Slowing down
More relaxed as I am more flexible. 

More bonding with the family. More 
hours to work in as I don’t need to 
contend with getting to and from work

Not having to take kids to school and 
then commute to the CBD for work, 
less rushing around in the mornings. 
Wearing comfy clothes at home not 
officewear.

Am actually working more efficiently 
and more focussed than at work! No 
commuting up to 2 hours a day each 
way to work is terrific. I use this time to 
get urgent work done. I’m also spending 
far less. Only spending money on food 
and some veggie seedlings to grow 
some leafy greens and herbs at home.

Can finally get sleep Thursday to 
Sunday with no nightclubs or hotels 
open, no drunks, no parties around.

Slowing down, appreciating home and 
the garden. Gratitude for having a 
garden to be in.

Saving around 2 hours a day in 
commuting, save $ in not buying 
lunches, and coffees.

Family time
Being able to multitask putting laundry 
on and housework while also doing 
paid employment simultaneously. Push 
button on machine, start Zoom Meeting! 
Spending everyday at lunchtime with 
my kids. Helping with school work and 
feeling more connected. 

— My husband being at home to see 
his new daughter grow and develop 
— Being with my husband during the 
day to help with our new baby — The 
air smells fresher — An abundance 
of birds singing in the trees — When 
needing to go out there is no traffic 
congestion — Increased phone/video 
calls with friends and family — saving 
money on transport and entertainment 
— A renewed sense that vast, positive 
changes can be made across the globe 
if we want to make them.

Friends/family have made greater 
effort to keep contact (electronically) .

I love spending all this time with my 
kids and my husband, the relaxed way 
of life. 

“Gratitude for having a garden to be in”
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Neighbourliness
Lots of good co-operation and aid for 
those in need in our local area (doing 
shopping, making meals etc for those 
who can’t go out at all). Being able to 
help our neighbours.

It’s fun, our home is our castle, enjoying 
seeing neighbours passing, saying 
hi, smiles. Brunswick was always a 
friendlier and caring place before it 
became gentrified, we are getting back 
to that friendliness. I love that.

Time to read, appreciate family and 
friends and finally connected with 
people in my building.

The slow down, sense of ‘we’re all in 
this together’ and community rallying 
together. Quieter neighbourhood so 
walking and biking feels much safer 
and more relaxing.

Seeing how supportive people are being 
of each other, including via various 
social media groups.

Opportunity to build on our established 
contacts in the laneway such as our 
linked support system and Covid 19 
diary.

Realising how friendly and kind most 
people in my community are. 

Time to think about future direction 
and time to work on a new project or 
two  . . . People just quietly checking in 
on each other.

Young neighbours checking in on me. 
More smiles and greetings from people 
walking past. 

Neighbours kindly texting to see if I 
need anything.

Home and garden
I am getting lots of gardening done. I 
am passionate about gardening and I 
am glad lots of people are getting into it 
now and getting back to basics.

No commute. My house is now really 
organised, we’ve restarted the garden 
planning. 

Painting, building decks, gardening, 
cleaning all the cupboards. Watching 
our children slow the pace down with 
their own children, so much healthier 
not to be rushing around so much with 
little ones.

More gardening, more reading, going 
through my back catalogue of vinyl and 
CDs.

Getting stuff done around the house! 
Saving a bit of money.

Getting outstanding jobs done. Sense 
of community developing in our local 
streets.

Not having to clean the house LOL.

Positives (continued)

“Brunswick was 
always a friendlier 
and caring place 
before it became 
gentrified, we are 
getting back to that 
friendliness. I love 
that.”
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Less traffic
Sonically beautiful – no traffic issues.

Less traffic... Roads feel safe... Walking 
cycle safe. Less crime!

Little traffic on the roads (my work, 
which is continuing, requires me to 
drive quite a lot around Melbourne); 
people walking in the streets say hello; 
I’ve downloaded an app & am learning 
to play the piano.

Very little traffic on our previously busy 
road. A huge decrease in litter and loud 
drunks (we live off the Lygon Street 
restaurant strip).

I LOVE the Christmas day traffic levels; 
the increased number of people out 
walking at all times of the day; the 
creative way cafes and other businesses 
have responded to the rules. Loads 
of people smile - the sense that we all 
know what we have to do and are doing 
it while acknowledging the strange 
situation. Social connection through 
social distancing! 

Brunswick is blissfully quiet. (No traffic 
no building construction.) Locals are 
friendly and helpful. 

More relaxing. Less cars on the road. I 
feel like the environment is getting the 
big break it deserves. I was constantly 
plagued with worry about climate 
change and wishing people would stop 
flying aeroplanes as much because it 
was one of the worst climate actions 
you can do and I feel a lot happier 
knowing a lot of planes are grounded 
and no one is flying. Same for cars. 

Clean air, less pollution
Clean air, stars, quiet streets, meetings 
on Zoom.

Lack of traffic noise especially at night, 
clean air, seeing more of my partner 
and son. 

No appointments, commitments etc and 
clean air and more birds. Improved my 
step count and discovered new parts of 
Melbourne

Less traffic and pollution, more birds

The goodwill of the overwhelming 
majority. The removal of late 
capitalism’s favourite impertinent 
question: ‘Busy?’ More birds around 
in the cleaner air. Children drawing 
hoppy and other games in chalk on the 
road - where you can walk in peace.

“Sense of 
community 
developing in our 
local streets.”

“Clean air, stars, quiet streets” 
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Happy dogs
My dogs love having me around all the 
time.

Walking our daughter’s dog (babysitting 
the dog as their apartment is too small 
for working from home). Slowly doing 
some things I usually avoid eg sorting 
photos on desktop. Gardening, and 
cooking more.

Have noticed a lot of people about and 
about walking with their children and 
animals.

Spending time walking the dog and 
seeing more of my community.

Technology benefits
Quiet streets. No traffic. Clean air. 
Eating at home. Discovering online 
technology.

Realising that we are in a very 
fortunate financial position to happily 
lock ourselves away and still enjoy life. 
Appreciating the great medical services 
so close at hand in Brunswick. Being 
able to have medical appointments over 
the phone. Incredibly grateful that we 
have the technology to stay in touch 
even if it is sometimes tricky with four 
generations of the one family trying to 
all operate the different platforms.

Greater use of video communication 
and access to computer learning on line.

Connecting with interstate family and 
friends more regularly than usual.

Learning Telehealth and Zoom skills 
including remote lectures – I expect 
this will continue to be useful in some 
circumstances in the coming years 
and will make some of my work more 
flexible.

Getting to train with my interstate and 
overseas teachers via zoom without 
needing to travel.

Even when connecting through the 
internet you appreciate who your 
friends are. 

Quiet streets. Working from home. The 
new experience of meeting up with 
friends via Zoom. 

Positives (continued)



Brunswick Residents Network Survey 2020: 
  Our Stay-at-Home Lives

21

Question 7: Considering this list of 
activities, which are you doing MORE since 
stay-at-home restrictions began? (Tick all that 
apply) 

Question 8: Considering this list of 
activities, which are you doing LESS since stay-
at-home restrictions began? (Tick all that apply) 

Activity More Less
Talking/meeting by video 77% 2%
Cooking at home 67% 2%
Walking for exercise 51% 13%
Watching TV/Video 49% 4%
Gardening 49% 3%
Talking to neighbours 40% 10%
Shopping locally 35% 10%
Walking to shops 23% 19%
Exercise generally 23% 30%
Getting home delivered food 23% 14%
Riding a bike 17% 20%
Driving 4% 68%
Volunteering 3% 30%
Activism 2% 21%
Using public transport 1% 79%

For “More”: the top 7 activities, with over at least 
30% of people doing them more were (in order) 
talking or meeting by video, cooking, walking for 
exercise, watching TV or videos, gardening, talking to 
neighbours, and shopping locally.
For “Less”: the overall number of “ticks” were fewer. 
The top four activities ticked, with 30% or more, 
were using public transport, driving, exercise, and 
volunteering. 

 These answers give context to the picture seen in 
previous questions, by drawing the attention of 
respondents to particular issues. 
For example, it’s not surprising that 14% of 
respondents mentioned using new technology as a 
benefit in Question 4, when we see here that  77% 
report using technology more. (Note that this survey 
could only be taken online.)

Q.7 and Q.8: Activities

See next page for Q. 8  “Doing LESS” graph
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Particular groups
When filtered for particular demographics, (from 
Question 6), “doing more” responses for some 
activities are even higher than illustrated above.  
90% of people with children at home, are talking or 
meeting more by video; as are  88% of those working 
at home. For those working outside home, 80% are 
cooking at home more. Of those who are unemployed 
or working less hours as a result of the pandemic, 63% 
are doing more gardening. Of those more at risk from 
the pandemic, 62% are watching more TV or video. 
The earlier questions show that the impact of the stay-
at-home rules varies from person to person. So we can 
see here,  that for some activities, there are substantial 
numbers in both “more” and “less” categories.  
Explanations for these differences can be found in the 
quotation. For example, some people are missing their 
regular walk or ride to work, while others are walking 
or running in quiet streets.
Activities with these mixed responses included:
• Shopping locally: 35% more and 19% less
• Home delivered food: 23% more, 14% less
• Bike-riding: 17% more, 20% less
• Exercise (general): 23% more, 30% less

Activities not mentioned as “impacts”

Some of the activities we listed in these questions, 
had not been raised as impacts in answers to the three 
earlier open-ended questions.  In particular watching 
more TV or video (reported here by almost half) has 
not been mentioned earlier. This question shows 67% 
are cooking more at home, compared with 3% who 
mentioned  eating more at home as a major impact. 

Overlooked by the survey-writers

Under ‘comments’,  14 people said they are doing 
more reading, together with many other hobbies. 

Activities: continued

Doing MORE, 
comments
Painting, listening to music, reading.

Just signed up for Netflix so we have 
five years of viewing to catch up on.

Skipping plus regular stretching 
exercises; appreciating the 
companionship of my cat.
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Q.5: Effects of less traffic
Question: There’s been a big decrease in 
traffic. How has this affected you?

Responses to the decrease in traffic were 
overwhelmingly positive. We created a tag for 
“enthusiastic”, for the 30% of respondents using 
adjectives such as great, amazing, fantastic, superb, 
and brilliant, along with capital letters and exclamation 
marks, to make the point that they were loving it.

Tag Per Cent
Enthusiastic response 29.5%

Less noise 22.4%

Better for walking 18.0%

Little affected 16.9%

Better for bikes 16.9%

Pollution less 11.5%

Safer 11.5%

Peaceful, less stress, more pleasant 10.9%

Crossing roads better 9.8%

Easier to drive 9.8%

Easier to get around 9.8%

Easier to park 4.4%

Other positives 3.8%

Better for kids 3.8%

Better for running 3.3%

Speeding drivers 2.7%

Drivers better 2.7%

No/little change seen 2.2%

Common themes, as shown above, were that it was 
quieter, and better for walking and bike-riding (plus a 
small group of runners).
A substantial 17% said they were not – or little – 
impacted. Many noted that as non-drivers the question 
did not apply to them, while others explained that they 
were not going outside. 

Below: Effects of less traffic (10% response or more, 
‘enthusiasm’ category not included)

Enthusiasm
Fantastic. Quiet. Kids play in streets. 
Walking everywhere is pleasant. And 
safe. No pollution. See stars.

Absolutely love it. Now everyone is on 
their bicycles. Hardly using our car at 
all. Saving money working from home 
and not driving to work so avoiding the 
stress of driving.

It’s WONDERFUL!!!!!

YAY!!!!!

Cleaner air!!!!!

It’s been absolutely superb. Let’s keep 
it! It’s been much less stressful taking 
my three year old out on bike rides as 
the traffic isn’t so hectic when crossing 
roads.

It’s a huge bonus. Traffic on the streets 
has slowed down, drivers are being less 
aggressive, there are significantly more 
bikes about. 
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Effects of less traffic (continued)

Quieter, better for 
walking, bikes
I LOVE the decrease in traffic. The air 
is fresher the streets are cleaner (kind 
of) and it’s faster to get where you are 
going and MUCH MUCH safer to ride 
my bike.

Walking has been my main mode of 
getting around for years — it is better 
and easier now.

As a bike rider, I love it. I am hoping 
and praying somehow, that when it’s 
over, people still somehow drive a lot 
less because they have realised it’s 
nicer to bike ride and drive less and 
have less traffic.

As a cyclist this aspect has been 
brilliant :) Also lovely to have less noise 
pollution.

Absolutely love it. Now everyone is on 
their bicycles. Hardly using our car at 
all. Saving money working from home 
and not driving to work so avoiding the 
stress of driving.

Loving the reduction in traffic. Makes 
riding my bike so much more enjoyable 
(less dangerous). Also enjoying the 
reduction in traffic / plane noise.

It’s so much nicer to ride a bike than 
it used to be. Especially down Sydney 
Road or Lygon St.

It’s more pleasant when you do go for 
a walk, can cross the roads more easily 
and safely, and is less traffic noise.

Clean air
Air quality and general noise levels 
have improved markedly.

Great less pollution in the air for us 
bike rides quieter on Sundays very nice.

I don’t drive much but it’s great! Like 
driving in Melbourne back 40 years 
ago. Pollution level decreased - you can 
see the city skyline clearly and traffic 
noise is down.

I’m hardly going out but when I do I 
notice no traffic at all and a clear sky. 

People noted the clean air and lack of pollution.
Many appreciated increased safety. The ability to cross 
roads safely was highlighted by many. Driving was 
easier, and getting around (by unspecified means) 
was easier.
Lack of traffic made it more peaceful, less stressful, 
and more pleasant (tagged in the graph as “nicer”). 
Many respondents said that the safer environment 
positively encouraged them to go out on foot or by 
bicycle.
A number commented on how good it was for children.
There were a small number of negative observations 
(often set in a positive context). These were (in order of 
frequency): speeding drivers taking advantage of quiet 
streets; thoughtless path-users,  difficulty parking 
(more people found it easier to park); and one person 
concerned about loss of business with no passing 
traffic. An additional 2% said there was still substantial 
traffic in their streets.
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Safety
Loving it, can cross the road just about 
anytime. Glad that I don’t have to drive long 
distances to the meetings I had to go to.

I HAVE LOVED IT . . .  people aren’t 
driving like maniacs, less road rage.

It’s WONDERFUL!!! It takes so little time 
to drive from one side of Melbourne to 
another. I keep arriving early for jobs as I 
get to places so quickly. Plus the air smells 
cleaner.

Wonderful!!! Now I can cross the road 
without taking my life in my hands.

More peaceful/quieter around about 
generally. Feel safer on my bike. More 
pleasant going for a run. Easy parking in 
my street 24/7.

Makes it safer to go for runs around the 
neighbourhood.

Well it just feels much safer around 
Brunswick in general – crossing the road 
as a pedestrian, riding a bike. Much less 
traffic makes driving down Sydney Road 
an actual option.

“I’m hardly going out but when I do I 
notice no traffic at all and a clear sky”

Walking, riding more
Great. Can walk down the street. But 
the major supermarket mega-trucks 
still Roll noisily past my window and 
shake the house in Union St Brunswick.

Love it! I’m back on my bike because 
feeling far more confident and safe.

 I feel much more confident biking. 
I am overwhelmed by the clear and 
ever-present reminder that most of 
the traffic is non-essential - and that is 
including my twice-weekly trips to work 
and to the supermarket.

Much more open for cycling with the 
kids as exercise.

It’s been absolutely superb. Let’s keep 
it! It’s been much less stressful taking 
my three year old out on bike rides as 
the traffic isn’t so hectic when crossing 
roads.

It’s quieter inside our home (on a busy 
road) Safer for kids to walk/exercise by 
themselves.

“Wonderful!!! Now I 
can cross the road 
without taking my 
life in my hands.”
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Peaceful
It’s lovely. Quieter. Less pollution. Less 
frenzy.

I love it! Everything’s slower and quieter. 

It’s sort of nice that there just aren’t 
cars everywhere.

It’s been very peaceful. Seeing a lot 
more pedestrians.

Less noise. Makes life seem more 
peaceful and slower. 

Kids in the streets
It’s been lovely seeing local children 
playing in the street as a result of 
diminished traffic.

It is wonderful. It is such a relief that 
the kids can now walk around safely 
without having to avoid the hoons e.g. 
on Hope St &  Albion St. The added bike 
traffic, however, has made walking 
along shared paths more dangerous.

Less drivers racing through our local 
streets to cut through - safer for kids, 
pedestrians and cyclists.

Yes, it’s much quieter. Can safely walk 
and ride with the kids.

Speeding
It’s been bloody brilliant, however the 
traffic we DO get on our little street is 
absolutely flogging it at a million miles 
an hour which makes it super unsafe to 
have the kids on the nature strip with 
us if we’re chatting to neighbours from 
a distance.

Feel safer... Mostly... Speed of some 
traffic increased... But generally loving 
it! 

Great for cycling, particularly as the 
paths are now full of unpredictable 
walkers, dogs, kids on scooters etc. 

Effects of less traffic (continued)

“It’s sort of nice that 
there just aren’t 
cars everywhere”
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Q.9: Brunswick’s future
Question: : How do you think the COVID 
pandemic will effect local issues in Brunswick 
in the medium to long term?

Responses to this open-ended question frequently 
painted a gloomy, even grim, future for Brunswick. 
Almost 40% of those who answered this question 
expressed concern for the future of local businesses, 
and in particular, cafes, restaurants and local shops. In 
addition, 13% highlighted how resulting shop-front 
closures would change our local streetscapes and way 
of life for the worse.

Impact Per Cent
Business 39.4%

Streetscape/street life 12.9%

Job loss 11.8%

Friendly, community 11.2%

Better traffic 11.2%

Poverty 9.4%

Don’t know 7.65%

Less music/entertainment 5.9%

Moving out 5.9%

Work from home 5.9%

Open space /outdoor 5.9%

Knowing what’s possible 4.7%

Local shopping and eating 4.7%

House prices/rent 3.5%

Environment gains 3.5%

Council, less funding for works 3.5%

Effect on public transport 2.9%

Planning deregulation 2.9%

Not much change 2.4%

Going online 2.4%

Youth affected 2.4%

On the positive side, people highlighted the 
possibilities of a future with less traffic, better traffic 
management, and a more neighbourly and linked-in 
community. Many expressed concern for others rather 
than for themselves.

Many respondents (12%) were concerned about 
people losing jobs, and about people in financial 
hardship (9%, tagged in the table above as “poverty”). 
With Brunswick recognised as the music capital of 
Australia, a number (6%)  were concerned about the 
future of music and entertainment venues. Some 
(5%) hoped we will increasingly support local shops 
and businesses.
Some (6%)  predicted people would leave Brunswick 
— including one who saw this as a plus.
Positive visions for the future included (6%) people 
working from home (often linking this to a predicted 
traffic decrease as mentioned above).
Others (6%) hoped that our new more outdoors life 
would continue, and that Council would put more 
value on improving our parks and open spaces. 
Some hoped that our experience of clean air and 
quiet, will lead to change.
People pointed out that we have learnt that change is 
possible!
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Concern for businesses
I worry about the businesses and 
individuals in the area whose 
businesses won’t recover and people 
will stay unemployed or get taken 
advantage of if the government 
changes industrial relations laws. The 
government will revert to $256 per 
week unemployment for those left 
behind. People who love the area may 
have to move away.

More recognition of the need to support 
local traders. Hopefully this has long 
term implications. Equally it shows 
how quickly we can respond as a 
community and shows us how we can 
take a similar approach to tackling 
climate change.

Just taking it day by day but I do 
worry for our little shops and cafes 
and family run businesses and also our 
financial position as my husband works 
casually and has had hours cut. 

I think a lot of small businesses will 
close and we will sadly be left with 
the big ones who care more about 
efficiency and mechanisation (robots 
etc) than neighbourhood.

A grim future
State government will use opportunity 
of economic revival to remove planning 
controls and reduce community 
involvement in local government 
decisions; significant loss of jobs and 
services for local businesses.

Medium term: less services and 
entertainment, more unemployed, less 
cash flow.  Long term: more violent 
crime, more shadow of corporate 
thuggery, more govt nepotism and 
malfeasance.

Unemployment will be an issue for 
many because so many locals are 
artists and musicians, etc. Possibly 
construction will stall/stop leaving 
half-finished building sites everywhere. 
Might cause a decline in people living 
in Brunswick leading to a decline in 
rates revenue for council. Schools and 
kindergartens may face an enrolment 
boom in the year after the pandemic, 
if parents defer kids starting school/
kinder or current students treat this 
year as a gap year.

Music
Live music venues may not recover. 

We will cherish what is left but a lot of 
community organisations, music venues, 
cafes and other cherished resources will 
struggle for some time. 

I am concerned about the smaller music 
venues and bars. I think some small 
businesses will not recover.

Brunswick’s future: concerns

I am concerned 
about the smaller 
music venues and 
bars. I think some 
small businesses 
will not recover.
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Streetscapes, property
I have some concern about what the 
landscape of our local area will be like 
if a lot of small businesses go under 
and we are only left with chains and 
corporates. 

More unemployment, permanent 
shuttering of some long term shops 
and pubs, council will have less money 
for works, but also greater sense of 
community because everyone has 
needed to get to know it better.

Local businesses will close down. Empty 
shops/restaurants on the streets will 
be vandalised/graffiti, more poverty 
— people begging outside the shops, 
breakdown of family units.

I imagine there will be a drop in the 
value of real-estate and I believe 
there will be tension between renters 
with reduced capacity to pay and 
landlords dependant on rental income 
watching the value of their investment 
decreasing. I think at street level 
Brunswick will be hit quite hard, I 
have long felt that some business types 
are significantly over represented 
and even in good times a lot of these 
places would struggle. There are 
something like 20 gyms and roughly 
that many yoga studios in Brunswick. 
There are far more cafes and average 
pizza/burger places than would be 
realistically be sustainable. I think it’s 
a safe bet that Lygon St and Sydney 
Rd will have significantly more retail 
space for lease in the near future.

If the economic downturn remains 
severe for a period of time there 
may be less rental properties... not 
such a bad thing. A highly transient 
population and houses etc uncared for.

Poverty. Moving out.
Lots of young people will be adversely 
affected here esp. when it comes to jobs 
and rent here.

Unemployment will lead to an increase 
in poverty and the need for food banks 
and other support services for the poor.

Rise in unemployment, difficulties 
paying for basics eg rent, food etc. 
Huge effect on arts and entertainment 
sector, small non essential businesses 
will suffer.

I imagine there will be more poverty, 
anti-social behaviour and criminal 
activity. Businesses and services 
previously taken for granted may not 
survive/reappear. 

Some of our local small businesses may 
not survive, o/s students may not return, 
we will struggle to avoid a depression 
servere unemployment is likely, 
homelessness will rise, will that make 
Brunswick more liveable? I doubt it.

I’m also concerned about the number 
of young people in our community who 
are mostly renters and have been laid 
off from casual jobs as they may find it 
very difficult to get work. We may have 
a big increase in people living on or 
below the poverty line. 

Sadly, many people who have lived in 
Australia for many years studying and 
working in hospitality, e..g under the 
20 hour per week rules are not liable 
for JobKeeper and will be forced to 
withdraw their super, and potentially 
leave Australia. Their dreams are 
shattered. I believe the multi-cultural 
feel of Brunswick will change . . . 

“More unemployment, permanent shuttering 
of some long term shops and pubs”
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Working from home
Please PLEASE can we all work from 
home more!

Hard to say, but I hope the realisation 
will sink in that more people can work 
from home more of the time. Even a 
small percentage increase in this may 
take pressure off roads and public 
transport.

I think in the frenzy to be ‘business 
as usual’ we’ll do even dumber things 
than normal regarding planning, 
roads and buildings. I am heartened 
that more people will work at home 
and locally, growing the community.

May change the way we work - it may 
provide business owners/managers 
with the confidence that people can 
work more from home and still get 
their jobs done.

Residents may appreciate and value 
more highly the things that we have 
missed. Working from home may be 
ongoing for some which will decrease 
the pressure on the roads and public 
transport.

Less traffic
Hope that advantages of clean air and 
quiet streets will translate to better 
traffic management and encouraging 
public transport/active transport. Fear 
that will be used as excuse to further 
deregulate building industry.

It would be nice if the government 
used this time to go ahead and put the 
infrastructure dollars into the upgrade 
so desperately needed along Sydney 
Road. If it doesn’t happen now then it’s 
never going to happen. More people 
will chose to work from home which is 
great. There will be less traffic on the 
road. People are very open and friendly 
when out walking, everyone now says 
hi. Such a change in Brunswick from 
ten years ago when no-one made eye 
contact and everyone wore black. 
Walking the neighbourhood is much 
more pleasant.

Hopefully people will ditch cars and 
cycle around area more more people 
out using parks & gardens, paths for 
exercise and transport, being more 
supportive of local business. 

Keeping clean air
Perhaps we will demand a cleaner less 
polluted environment and 20 minute 
neighbourhoods, more trees.

I think we will find it hard to return 
to the dirty noisy world that has been 
increasing because of all the building 
development.

I’m hoping that the lower pollution 
levels will inspire people to keep using 
cars less when this is over.

Brunswick’s future: hopes

“I hope it will  
lead to a greater 
appreciation of the 
importance of open 
space – when have 
parks ever been so 
precious?”
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Better parks and 
planning 
Maybe we can renew the call for less 
traffic on the small streets running 
between Sydney Rd and Lygon St. 
Fleming Park is getting hammered - 
there needs to be more park space in 
this area. My hope is that evidence 
from increased use for leisure will help 
Moreland City Council plan for more 
and better leisure areas as well as 
lobbying for better working from home 
provision.

I hope it will lead to a greater 
appreciation of the importance of open 
space – when have parks ever been so 
precious – and the improvement and 
development of more parks.

Importance of local parks for exercise. 
Importance of local networks. 

Maybe it will slow the development of 
the very large scale apartment blocks? 
That would be good. Hopefully it will 
raise the emphasis on the development 
and management of open space and 
parks. More negatively I am sure many 
small local businesses will not reopen 
and this will reduce the eclecticism and 
diversity in the shopping strips.

Buying locally
I hope people will remain kinder to 
and more thoughtful of each other and 
more patient. I hope we will continue 
to shop and eat more locally - although 
less consumption in general would 
be good to sustain.. I hope people 
will feel grateful for what they have 
and what’s really important - ie our 
health and a roof over our head and 
a minimum income to maintain these 
- and sympathy for the ones who don’t 
have this basic minimum and the 
compassion to give more when able to 
do so.

Hopefully people will realise staying 
close to home is a good thing and 
they’ll support small businesses in the 
area.

 I think a lot of small businesses won’t 
survive. But I also think because of 
that people might support small local 
businesses more.

Keep innovating
Depends what we do with what we now 
know- could be good to help us work 
out that lots of impossible things - like 
raising the dole - are actually very 
possible.

Provide a rich resource of experience 
and knowledge to build future activism 
and options for change.

Hopefully some of these new business 
models will continue on, there has been 
a lot of innovative ideas. 

“People are very open and friendly when 
out walking, everyone now says hi.”
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About Brunswick Residents Network

Brunswick Residents Network (BRN) is a local community network links people across our neighbourhood. 
We’re working to create a safer, more liveable community. As local residents, we believe that renters, owners 
and local businesses should have a greater say over State government and council decisions that affect our 
suburb. We are not affiliated to any political party.
BRN organises community meetings, public forums and sends out a monthly newsletter (you can sign on at: 
http://eepurl.com/VX4a9 ).
You can find further information at our Facebook page (brunswick.residents.network) or our website:  
http://brunswickresidents.wordpress.com/
You can contact us at brunswickresidentsnetwork@gmail.com


