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Brunswick Residents Network (BRN) is a local community network that links people across our 
neighbourhood, working to create a safer, more liveable community. 

At our founding meeting, BRN adopted a number of principles and priorities that are relevant to the 
MITS, including:

 ● “Traffic management in residential areas and better links to public transport, cycling and active 
transport

 ● Support for open space and community facilities (aged care, child care and more)
 ● Council, state government and VCAT accountability and transparency
 ● Wide community notification and consultation and local input on all major developments, beyond 

statutory requirements.
 ● Integrated planning and putting plans and policies into action.”

In 2011 and 2014, BRN published two reports on traffic management and public transport, following 
extensive surveys of local residents. These had a high response rate (the 2014 survey was posted to 
every household in the target area, as well as promotion online and on the streets). We also worked 
with Moreland Council staff to develop the 2013 Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy (BITS).

People completing the BRN surveys added hundreds of comments about problems such as:
 ● traffic volume and speed through residential 

streets (especially from large vehicles);
 ● increasing traffic related to new development 

projects in the neighbourhood; 
 ● rat-running and dangerous driving;
 ● hazards for bicyclists and pedestrians, and 

especially for children; 

 ● aggressive driving or road rage; 
 ● damage to parked cars and community 

infrastructure;
 ● problems with resident parking;
 ● noise and pollution.

Our 2018 MITS discussion process
BRN organised a well-attended public meeting in July with a presentation by MITS Project Officer Alex 
Scheko, followed by a workshop allowing local residents to systematically rank and comment on the 
MITS proposals. BRN representatives also attended the Council’s Stakeholders meetings.

Our submission
This submission begins with some general comments on the positive and negatives in the draft, 
followed by detailed comments and suggested changes on specific provisions in the draft MITS. Please 
note that we have not commented on all areas discussed in the MITS but have focused on our key 
interests: traffic management and planning as a key to liveability and sustainability; active transport; 
and good governance.

We acknowledge small but significant reductions in traffic volumes and speeds, better driver behaviour, 
and improved safety, in residential streets. These are directly due to improved traffic management and 
infrastructure, usually triggered by resident campaigns. Many drivers have come to appreciate that they 
share the roads with other users and show increased skill and consideration.

In relation to traffic management we acknowledge that its effects in improving liveability are incremental: 
lowering speeds, installing speed humps, and bicycle signage all help remind drivers that they are using 
a shared space. But stronger changes such as past road closures have had a much greater effect.

Brunswick Residents Network on Traffic
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Time for Action:  
Much still to be done, from BRN 2014 report

The 2014 BRN traffic report “Time for action” made a number of recommendations for action: 
We acknowledge that many have been acted upon: but many have not. Some – but not all – are 
included in the current MITS draft. We believe these long-standing recommendations can inform 
the new strategy and have included them in our detailed comments. Here are some of the relevant 
2014 proposals:
Slow traffic along residential streets

 ★ allocate significant new resources to address 
the problem of “rat-running” and damage to 
parked cars and community infrastructure

 ★ find the necessary funding to slow traffic 
along residential streets, by introducing 
street narrowing and other measures.

 ★ limit entry for big trucks using residential 
streets

On your bike!

 ★ strengthen pedestrian and cycling 
connections along Albert, Victoria and other 
east-west streets to link Brunswick’s green 
open spaces and the bicycle paths along the 
Upfield railway and Merri Creek. 

 ★ increase signage indicating the best cycle 
routes, particularly to Merri Creek and 
Capital trails.

 ★ introduce more marked bike lanes and other 
measures to separate cars and bicycles, not 
only on major arterial routes but also key 
residential streets.

Active programs for young people

 ★ ensure that people of all ages and abilities 
can move safely and easily on footpaths in 
Brunswick

 ★ allocate funds for trials to increase 
infrastructure and services (e.g. walking 
buses) for school children

 ★ improve pedestrian crossings and safety 
zones so children can safely walk or cycle to 
and from school.

Invest in infrastructure

 ★ demand developers conduct “horizon” traffic 
planning, looking at the neighbourhood as 
a whole rather than their own individual 
project. 

 ★ integrate traffic management into the 
Fleming Park master plan

 ★ ensure that a significant proportion of 
developers’ open space contributions are 
allocated for infrastructure in Brunswick 
rather than across the whole municipality

Time for action!

 ★ commit long-term sustained finance to 
implement traffic calming measures around 
our suburbs, improve cycling infrastructure, 
bus services and the quality of foot paths.

 ★ establish a working group to ensure that 
the new Brunswick Integrated Transport 
Strategy is implemented, involving 
councillors, council staff, residents groups, 
and representatives of local businesses and 
community organisations.

 ★ deliver an annual report to the community 
on initiatives taken to address traffic 
management and implement the Brunswick 
Integrated Transport Strategy.

Our submission (continued)

 Overall, we are pleased to see that a number of core principles set out in past BRN traffic reports 
are evident in the MITS. However, as detailed overleaf, we think there are some significant gaps in 
the draft report that require explicit commitments and changes.

Brunswick Residents Network on Traffic



Brunswick Residents Network MITS response, August 20184

1. Positive elements in MITS
1.1 Underlying values
BRN welcomes the core commitment expressed in the draft Moreland Integrated Transport Strategy 
towards mode shift, the prioritisation of cycling, walking and public transport and “ways to reduce 
our reliance on the ownership (and use) of cars.” We also support the focus, drawn from community 
consultation, on sustainability, livability and safety. Although we have not given a detailed response 
on parking or public transport priorities, we support the proposed framework set out in the MITS and 
the Parking Strategy.

1.2 Resident priorities reflected
Residents have long called for

 ● action to improve safety (through varied speed limits, traffic calming etcetera), 
 ● better infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians (through improved foot paths, separated cycling 

lanes, signage and sharrows etcetera),and 
 ● improved amenity and liveability (addressing the volume and types of vehicles moving through 

residential streets). 
We believe that these elements should be prioritised for action within the draft MITS.

1.3 Effective interventions considered
We welcome that the draft MITS has introduced innovative solutions to traffic management that have 
long been ignored or downplayed by Moreland Council staff (such as the proposal in 2.5.1 to “Close 
roads to through traffic in strategic locations whilst maintaining pedestrian and cyclist permeability to 
create places for people.” ) 

BRN has long advocated for strategic street closures – we are pleased to see the case study of 
traffic in Canning Street (p65), and believe that Moreland Council should draw on the experience of 
neighbouring municipalities which have more extensive and innovative programs for local area traffic 
management, based on extensive community involvement.

1.4 “Holistic” approach 
References to “holistic” approaches are scattered through the MITS – we endorse the need to better 
integrate transport policy and traffic management into the Moreland Planning Scheme and open 
space policies. There should be an explicit commitment in the MITS to better coordination between 
staff responsible for transport, planning, open space and community engagement. The strategy must 
reflect the integration of transport policies with environmental sustainability: e.g. climate change, and 
urban heat island effects

2. Areas of concern
Despite the many positives in the draft MITS transport and parking strategies, there are still a number 
of areas of concern. 

Given such a wide ranging strategy, there is a need for more explicit direction on how priorities will be 
set, how the community will be informed and involved and how the strategy will be rolled out.

We understand that this is a strategic policy document, which will be elaborated and implemented 

Brunswick Residents Network response to MITS
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through further planning processes, prioritisation, annual budget cycles etcetera. However there are 
some significant gaps in the draft that need more explicit commitments at a strategic policy level

2.1 Engagement policy
As a core element of the MITS, there is a need for a strategic commitment to provide the staffing and 
resources for community engagement. Throughout the report, there are suggestions about the need 
to “ensure”, “advocate”, “engage” or “mobilise”, but no overarching explanation about who will do this, 
or how it will be done. This should be addressed through new action proposals.

As we have long argued for decisions over urban planning, BRN believes that the MITS should 
include a clear commitment for Moreland Council to develop an ongoing process for Community 
Engagement and Communication on transport issues, and allocate the necessary resources to make 
this work. 

Beyond consulting the obvious candidates to be involved in transport issues (such as bicycle 
users groups), there should be a broader commitment to proactive, well-resourced and ongoing 
engagement with residents and local businesses, not just token consultations.

It is worth noting that council already has policy in support of transport working groups – see the 
Council resolution of December 2013, which discusses the role of a transport advisory group 
(MTA) “and working groups will acts as a liaison point between Council and the community, and 
provide advice to Council about key priorities for action and funding. The advisory group should 
involve councillors, council officers, and representatives of bicycle users and residents groups, 
local businesses and community organisations.” (Minutes of Council Meeting held 11 December 2013 
(D13/339842), p17-18)

BRN recommends that Moreland Council should appoint dedicated staff members for 
community engagement on transport and parking, rather than leave it to existing transport 
officers.

BRN recommends that Moreland Council create a MITS working group with representation 
from local residents, bicycle users groups, small businesses, schools, disability groups, 
public transport users and other relevant organisations.

2.2  Transparency
The draft meets needs a strategic commitment to transparency and providing the resources to inform 
the community about proposed changes and priorities as the MITS is implemented.

BRN recommends that the MITS include explicit commitments:

 ● to gather, collate and share baseline data on all transport modes
 ● to make data on transport easily accessible to the community through a dedicated website 

and other social media and advertising (e.g. data such as traffic counts, traffic plans for major 
development projects, information on road closures due to construction etcetera), 

 ● to improved and regular reporting to Moreland councillors and the wider community on MITS 
implementation, benchmarks, priorities, achievements and ongoing work etcetera 

 ● to produce an annual MITS action plan for release to the community, detailing the progress on 
MITS implementation, outlining completed and ongoing projects and calling for submissions on 
priorities in the next council budget cycle.

Brunswick Residents Network response to MITS
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2.3  Speed
BRN was disappointed that Moreland councillors voted by a narrow majority to remove references 
to 30 kph speed limits in local streets from the draft MITS. This is surprising, given there is an urgent 
and long-standing need to address the issue of speed, rat running and safety in residential streets in 
the South ward, even if this priority may not be so apparent in the other wards.

BRN is also disappointed that the draft MITS ignores commitments and recommendations set 
out in the 2013 Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy (BITS). The BITS included a number of 
recommendations for traffic and pedestrian audits as well as innovative proposals for traffic calming, 
such as a 10kph shared zone alongside Fleming Park in Victoria Street and Albert Street, to allow 
community access to a key open space in Brunswick East. Shared zones are essentially pedestrian 
spaces that cars are allowed to enter as subordinate users. With higher density and more people 
using narrow corridors, their relevance is growing. 

No bike lanes are needed (or appropriate) in 30 or 10km/h areas, as the comparative speed of motor 
vehicles is little different to cycling, minimising risks and consequences.

On page 29, the draft MITS states: “When we talked to people in Moreland they told us pedestrians 
need stronger priority, with more road space given to pedestrian uses in activity centres and road 
closures and shared zones to improve access and establish a sense of place.”

Yet in the subsequent action proposals on the same page, there is no mention of shared zones and 
road closures! As we discuss in detail below, the action proposals should be amended with explicit 
references to lower speeds, shared zones and road closures.

BRN recommends that, in relevant areas of the MITS, the references to 30 kph limits should be 
reinstated, along with the supporting evidence and references that backed the case for such 
reductions.

BRN also recommends that existing proposals for shared zones, traffic audits and speed 
limits already detailed in the BITS should be integrated into the MITS action proposals.

2.4  Precinct planning
BRN believes there is a need for a strategic commitment to some form of local area traffic 
management scheme, such as precinct or neighbourhood traffic planning that integrates processes 
on planning, transport and open space.

There is a particular problem within the Brunswick Major Activity Centre, where council routinely 
signs off developers traffic plans that bear no relationship to reality (for example they often are 
solely focused on their own building or project, but ignore traffic coming from adjoining development 
projects that are pumping cars into the same street!). Council should require developers and their 
technical staff and traffic consultants to utilise horizon planning, which would take account of other 
nearby development projects.

For this reason, MITS should propose the creation of neighbourhood or precinct traffic plans for key 
areas (a couple of examples from the South Ward include the streets around the East Brunswick 
Village Project and Fleming Park in Brunswick East, or the area around Hope and Breese Streets - 
two locations in Brunswick that are currently undergoing major redevelopment).

Brunswick Residents Network response to MITS
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Brunswick Residents Network response to MITS
BRN recommends that the draft MITS should be amended to include a commitment to precinct 
or “horizon” traffic planning, as part of wider urban design planning and changes to the 
Moreland Planning Scheme.

BRN recommends that Moreland Council advocate for changes to the planning scheme, to 
require developers to conduct wider neighbourhood traffic plans, rather than just traffic plans 
for their own project.

2.5  Funding and budgeting
In the past, traffic strategies (e.g. the BITS) have failed to be implemented due to lack of funds; 
whilst the bicycle budget has been underspent apparently due to lack of capacity. This is despite the 
overall Moreland budget being in a healthy state. These budget and management issues must be 
addressed.  

2.6  Evaluation and monitoring
The MITS needs clearer measures and multiple indicators to measure improvements and success. 
(Mode shift could be caused by many external factors e.g. public transport useability) 

BRN recommends that the draft MITS should add key evaluation points, including:

 ● For mode shift, the inclusion of trips other than just work and school
 ● The reduction of traffic volume and speed on local residential streets
 ● The roll-out of lower speed limits across the municipality
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At our working group meeting, participants were asked to assess the Action Points listed here, and 
to rank them, suggest changes, and identify gaps where additional Action Points should be added. 

The Action Points are roughly organised under Themes as presented at the Stakeholders 
Consultation. They are ordered by number under each heading. 

The themes are:

 ★ Cycling
 ★ Pedestrians
 ★ Traffic
 ★ Partnerships:  (also includes communications, transparency and evaluation
 ★ Planning and construction

Not all Action Points were discussed – in particular, those listed under the Public Transport and 
Parking themes were left to other forums. 

The ranking (as colour coded) was

 ★ High priority
 ★ Important (also a priority)
 ★ Agree
 ★ Delete (covers disagree, waffle, or incomprehensible)

Participants also proposed some amendments or additions to the Action Point text.  
New Action points are in brown & white tables; MITS draft points in blue & white.

Editing: Where the Action Point text has been edited, this is marked by underlining insertions, or 
strike-through of deletions. More suggested edits are listed in the Comments column.

Key to comments on MITS Action Points

Well-planned bike lane upgrade, Drummond Street N. Carlton, has separation from traffic 
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Action point text Changes and comments

9

Cycling

BRN proposed new action point  High priority 
Ensure even road surfaces in bike lanes and on 
common bike routes.

COMMENT: Often bike lanes are on the side 
where road has deteriorated. Bike lanes 
also need maintenance especially markings. 
Example: Hole in Ewing Street (a utility cover) 
is unmarked and dangerous to bikes. Has 
been previously reported. 

BRN proposed new action point  High priority 
Only use marked lanes where there is sufficient 
space to keep bikes away from both car doors 
and traffic

Example: Ewing street changes shows how 
narrow lanes can make road more dangerous 
for bikes. 

Example: See Drummond Street picture 
opposite

BRN proposed new action point  High priority 
Use of sharrows (placed out of door range) on 
narrower streets

COMMENT: Sharrows correctly placed out 
of door range, encourage cyclists to ride in a 
safe spot, and remind motorists to share the 
road. They are a cost-effective treatment

Example: Could be used on narrow east-west 
roads e.g. Albert and Victoria

BRN proposed new action point  Important 
Prevent wind tunnels by appropriate design 
requirements in planning scheme, in addition to 
controlling building heights especially on common 
bike routes. 

COMMENT: Extreme wind tunnel effects 
currently effect cyclists at particular spots 
in the city and South Carlton and are 
becoming common with more high buildings 
in Brunswick, e.g. 288 Albert Street 14-storey 
building; and in Lygon Street. This is highly 
dangerous for cyclists (unpredictable strong 
wind gusts blow bikes over or into path of 
traffic  and pedestrians. Exacerbated by 
frequent northerlies as climate changes.

BRN proposed new action point  High priority 
Implement safe bike treatment in Sydney Road
BRN proposed new action point  High priority
Keep baseline statistics on local cycling trips 
(e.g. shops, social) as well as commuter cycling

COMMENT: Super Tuesday counts are timed 
and located to record work/school trips and 
miss non-commuter trips. 

BRN proposed new action point  Important
Address control of hazardous bike lights, together 
with State government.

COMMENT: Cyclists can now purchase lights 
as bright as car headlights, but without a 
“low-beam” switch. Bright flashing lights that 
are not angled down, may make the individual 
rider safer but blind oncoming traffic. They 
make it unpleasant and hazardous for all 
users going against the main traffic flow on the 
Capital City Trail or Upfield path during peak 
hour, especially in winter.
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Cycling

1.2.1  High priority 
Provide new, upgraded and extended high-quality, 
direct and safe cycling paths that take people to 
where they want to go. 

◊ Existing examples:  O’Hea Street; 
Copenhagen lanes. 

◊ Example for major upgrade: Hope Street. 
ADD TEXT 
“. . . even at the expense of convenience 
to cars. Noting current lack of east-west 
links. Focus on major treatments that will be 
effective and safe, focusing on separate bike 
lanes.”

1.2.2  Important 
Work to deliver bicycle lanes that don’t ‘disappear’ 
into traffic lanes. 

Example:  Brunswick Town Hall intersection

1.2.3  Important 
Create bicycle network design standards for 
Moreland which cater for all types of bicycle, 
including e-bikes and cargo bikes and trailers. 

COMMENT: Add “trailers” which are far 
cheaper than cargo bikes. 

Example: Linda Street rail crossing (north of 
Moreland Station) is difficult with trailer. 

1.9.1  Delete 
In partnership with the private sector, trial bicycle 
charging points in key locations, parking structures 
and in high-density development areas. 

COMMENT: Covered at 1.9.2. Just needs a 
powerpoint, not a trial. 

1.9.2  Agree 
Encourage provision of secure bicycle parking and 
charging facilities  powerpoints for charging at key 
destinations (such as residences and offices).

COMMENT: Powerpoint locations could be 
advertised. We sought advice on this point 
from local e-bike shop from Velo electric 
cycles, who advise that recharging is simple to 
implement: Velo told us:

1. Electric bikes have their own charger which 
MUST (to be legal in Australia) plug into 
a regular powerpoint. They are not like 
electric cars which need a special charging 
dock.

2. Electric bikes must be ride-able when 
turned off.

3. Power points for charging in secure 
parking situations is therefore feasible and 
desirable.

4. In outdoor locations, powerpoints would 
need to be weatherproof.

5. Riders would be unlikely to leave a bike 
charging in a non-secured location, as 
charger could be stolen.
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1.9.4  Important 
Encourage use of Council e-bikes and use in 
place of Council cars. Purchase more e-bikes in 
preference to cars as required.

COMMENT: Melbourne City Council use exten-
sively (also electric cars). 

1.10.1 Agree 
Work with private operators to deliver a regulated 
and market-led dockless bike share scheme which 
provides convenient, affordable and safe access 
to a bicycle for the community, is cost-neutral to 
Council and minimises impact on the community.

3.2.4  High priority 
Encourage schools to locate bicycle parking, 
scooter parking and end-of-trip facilities in 
convenient, accessible and safe areas, close to 
entrances and with good passive surveillance.

3.3.1  Important 
Provide bike parking at key public locations which 
caters for all bike shapes and sizes (including 
family bikes, e-bikes, cargo bikes and bikes with 
trailers) and which are secure, weatherproof and 
easy to use.

Example:  put covered parking at Brunswick 
Baths, upgrade at Council Offices; cover the 
parking at Barkly Square, other superkmarkets.  

Parking at supermarkets – if in underground  
carpark areas – needs safe entry/exit.

3.3.2  Delete 
Partner with bicycle organisations and businesses 
to promote the uptake of family-based bicycle 
travel, including through free trials. 

COMMENT: Safe roads will get more people 
cycling. Council time should not be prioritised 
on helping organisations with money-making 
activities.

3.4.1  Important 
Ensure all cycling paths, lanes and routes are 
safe, attractive, direct and convenient for all users 
and make cycling an obvious choice.
3.4.2  Agree
Introduce a targeted safety campaign across 
Moreland to minimise dooring incidents and 
encourage cycling.   

COMMENT: It’s more important to engineer 
out dooring. Anti dooring advertisements won’t 
encourage cycling, but proper bike lanes will. 

Encouraging cycling is a separate point, at 
least in short term as advertisements may 
alarm.

Sticky labels for car doors, are available to 
remind drivers and passengers to look.

Cycling
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Cycling

4.2.6  Important 
Prioritise enforcement of parking which impacts 
safety, emergency access and pedestrian and 
cycle movements (for example, across footpaths). 

COMMENT: There seems to be no 
enforcement of parking rules outside target 
zones, even with continued resident requests: 
we received this response to our call for 
comments:
“I have a two hour restriction outside my house 
which is never enforced. I have had at least 
five construction new/reno sites within 50m of 
my house in the last couple of years. These 
construction workers are the worst parking 
offenders. They park illegally in no standing and 
overstay every day in the two hour... the amount 
of times that our driveway and garage door have 
been completely blocked for hours, I’ve lost count! I 
have notified the council of this issue . . ., however 
they say the street is not a priority and not on their 
main route to look at. Multiple cars have been left 
unmoved for months and have never received a 
ticket, despite me notifying the council.”

4.4.1   Agree 
Integrate bicycle wayfinding signage with 
neighbouring municipalities and seek consistency 
in user wayfinding experience. 

COMMENT: Use effective methods e.g. paint 
on path. Many major routes have no/poor 
signage. 

Examples: Ring Road path at Merri Creek path 
corner has no signs. Brunswick to Park Street 
laneway near Ewing Street (pictured below) 

5.3.3    Important 
Significantly increase bicycle parking provision and 
end-of-trip facilities in all new buildings through 
appropriate amendments to the Planning Scheme. 

Illegal parking, Ewing Street. 

Park Street. No sign 
that the lane beside 
the yellow house, is a 
major route through to 
Brunswick Road and 
northwards. 
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Pedestrians

BRN proposed new action point  High priority
All footpaths need to be upgraded and regularly 
maintained to a defined standard. 

GENERAL COMMENT: Every resident uses 
footpaths, so they must be the highest priority 
for action. 

COMMENT: Currently many Brunswick 
footpaths are cracked and uneven. Footpaths 
need to be wide, flat, even, without obstacles, 
and suitable for people with disabilities  

Reference: Victoria Walks website has links to 
standards, e.g. WA government document.

BRN proposed new action point  High priority
Ensure all Council services and meetings are 
accessible and convenient to residents with no 
access to a car. 

COMMENT: 21.4% of Brunswick households 
do not have a car (2016 census). In addition 
in shared households the car may not be 
accessible to all household members. 

Example: disposal of paints is only possible by 
going to Maribyrnong.

Example: Access to Council Offices often 
disadvantages PT users, pedestrians and 
cyclists. At the July MITS Stakeholders 
Consultation room signage was not visible 
to those entering from Bell Street doorway, 
(pedestrians and PT users). For night 
meetings, despite being the advertised 
address, the Bell Street entrance is closed 
with no signs or bell.

BRN proposed new action point  Important 
Signage to common destinations, and to short-
cuts.  Indicate if “no through road” signs only 
means for cars. 

Many short-cut or safe alternative walking and 
bike paths are  not sign-posted. 

Examples: Brunswick Road/Ewing Street lane 
(Pictured opposite)

Example, pictured left: Well-used walkway to 
Richardson Street from Albert Street is not 
signposted, while Richardson Street - pictured 
left -  is signposted as “no through road”, 
despite this pedestrian link

BRN proposed new action point  Important 
Continue to install seats along pedestrian routes 
to facilitate walking and community contacts

Seats installed e.g. in Albert Street  are 
well-used especially by elderly and disabled 
walkers.
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Pedestrians

BRN proposed new action point  Important 
Require verandahs over footpaths for shade and 
shelter in new developments.
BRN proposed new action point  Important 
Seating and effective shade and shelter from sun 
and rain should be provided at all PT stops. 

Example:  Some Glenlyon Road bus stops are 
unshaded and hideous in summer sun.

BRN proposed new action point  Important
Provide shade trees for summer protection 
wherever possible

COMMENT: the roll-out of street trees needs 
to be recognised as important part of traffic 
plan

BRN proposed new action point  Important
Stop traders blocking footpaths with their stuff

E.g. Sydney Road traders stuff should be 
removed from the footpaths. 

BRN proposed new action point  Important
Install water fountains along pedestrian routes
BRN proposed new action point  Important
Ensure adequate lighting for safety on pedestrian 
and bike routes

Example: High-traffic laneway linking Ewing to 
Park Street has dark corners - mirrors could 
also be used to increase safety feeling. 

BRN proposed new action point  Important
Work with State Government to implement speed 
limits for shared paths and for cyclists permitted to 
use footpaths. 

COMMENT: While noting that shared paths 
are in general bad for pedestrians, where they 
exist bicycle speeds are a major hazard. This 
is becoming increasingly relevant especially 
with e-bikes which otherwise can go 40-
50kph. 

BRN proposed new action point  Important
Remove existing roundabouts beginning with 
major pedestrian routes and do not construct new 
roundabouts

COMMENT: Pedestrians have no right of way 
at roundabouts.
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1.1.4  High priority 
Advocate for increased pedestrian and cyclist 
priority at crossings.

ADD: “including responsive light changes at 
pedestrian crossings”.

COMMENT: Slow-to-respond pedestrian 
lights are inconvenient for all, and dangerous 
because people run between traffic rather 
than wait. 

Pedestrian signals at intersection lights  
should all be automatic.  Lights should allow 
time for slower walkers to cross.

Bad examples: Stop 123 near Lygon/Albert 
corner (abler pedestrians run across traffic to 
catch tram); similarly crossing near Nicholson/
Albert (as noted in Route 96 consultation 
report)

Good example: lights at the new Brunswick 
Road (to Canning Street)  crossing responds 
instantly and has encourged use of this safe 
route (reported in MITS Crowd-spot). 

1.3.1  High priority 
Prioritise access and expenditure for walking, 
cycling and public transport over car-based travel.

1.3.2  High priority 
Implement typical road cross-sections for new 
streets which design for walking, cycling and public 
transport first, and cars and parking second (see 
Road User Hierarchy).
2.2.1  High priority 
Support the reallocation of road space based on 
Moreland’s road user hierarchy.

2.4.1  Important 
Reduce carbon emissions by year on year 
reducing the distance that people travel by car. 

COMMENT: Make more precise. Develop 
strategies to get people to go locally to shop/ 
kid’s activities/ sport etcetera. 

Example: Brunswick Baths is full of people 
from other suburbs using free parking nearby. 

Pedestrians
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Pedestrians

3.2.1  High priority 
Work with schools to give priority access to 
walking and cycling at key entrances, and 
separate walking and cycling facilities from 
vehicles and consider additional school entrances 
where this will improve accessibility by foot and 
bicycle.

Example where priority entrance is needed is 
Brunswick North Primary School.

COMMENT: Parents and teachers’ feedback 
is that schools will absolutely NOT not want 
more entrances, for security reasons. Phrase 
deleted.

3.2.5  High priority 
Ensure there are suitable crossings close to school 
entrances and on direct walking routes.

3.2.6  High priority 
Where new or upgraded footpaths are required 
(i.e. for safety or maintenance), seek opportunities 
to widen footpaths.
3.2.7  High priority 
Ensure best-in-class walking and cycling facilities 
on main routes to schools.

COMMENT: Need to identify and map these 
routes for each school (include this in wording). 
See also 3.2.3

3.2.11 High priority 
Discourage school drop off zones and car parking 
near school entrances to eliminate parking 
movements which may conflict with pedestrians 
and cyclists. 

COMMENT: This must be enforced. Parents 
say: do not rely on schools to enforce. 

3.4.3  High priority 
Design safe, direct, convenient and attractive 
crossing facilities – particularly near schools, 
aged-care facilities, hospitals and other vulnerable 
users.
3.4.4  Important 
Prioritise pedestrian access and amenity at 
transport interchanges.

4.1.1  Important 
Seek to make Bell Street (and other major 
severance corridors such as major arterial roads 
and rail corridors) easy to cross. 
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4.1.2  Important 
Ensure, and advocate to ensure, new transport 
schemes do not sever growing communities. 

COMMENT: Should be, all communities.

Example: LXRA has blocked pedestrian 
and cycling path at Campbellfield (Hume). 
LXRA has no plans to upgrade pedestrian 
lights on Upfield Shared Path, after the 
crossing removals at Moreland take away the 
opportunity to cross while trains pass.

4.1.4  Important 
Put direct, safe and convenient pedestrian 
crossings where lots of people want to cross. 
Advocate for these crossings even where 
VicRoads warrants aren’t met.

COMMENT: use zebra crossings more.

Responsive lights for pedestrian crossings as 
at Brunswick Road (leading to Canning Street) 
are encouraging people to use this safe bike 
and walking route.  

4.1.5  Delete 
Advocate for design features which facilitate 
pedestrian movement. 

COMMENT: Meaningless unless more specific

4.2.1  Agree 
Recognise and mitigate barriers (existing and 
proposed) to the movement of people at all stages 
of the journey, including those which impose a 
severance effect on communities.

COMMENT: is this just repeating 4.1.1?

4.2.2  High priority 
Maximise and look to innovate by incorporating 
Incorporate accessibility into the design of all new 
Council infrastructure and progressively upgrade 
existing infrastructure

COMMENT: Edited to remove 
incomprehensible blather. Existing 
infrastructure added into text. 

Example: Fleming Park Hall is not accessible

4.2.3  Important 
Ensure that the pedestrian environment caters for 
the vision-impaired by integrating guidance tools 
(braille, clear tactile treatments, colour-contrast) 
into the pedestrian and wayfinding environment.
5.1.3  High priority 
Prioritise Council expenditure on ‘fixing the gaps’ 
in the walking and cycling network over providing 
more car parking.

COMMENT: Repeats 1.3.1
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Traffic

BRN proposed new action point High priority
Maximise households who have liveable streets. 
“Bring back kick to kick”.

COMMENT: Liveability includes, making our 
residential streets safe to play and socialise, 
as well as travel. 

BRN proposed new action point High priority
Address rat-running systematically, by mapping 
common routes and discouraging, including 
by closures, signage, speed limits, and traffic 
management engineering). 

COMMENT: Rat-runners are more likely to 
speed. This is indicated in Council traffic statistics 
provided to BRN. 

COMMENT: Lowering speeds to 30k/ph will 
assist rat running control. Common GPS 
systems funnel traffic into quickest option, so 
at peak times send traffic into minor streets. 
Lowering limit to 30kph will reduce traffic, as 
algorithms include speed limit. 

BRN proposed new action point High priority
Use the most effective forms of any traffic control 
technique 

Example: use the most effective speed-
humps. not the ones that only stop low cars.

Speed hump good examples: Park Street 
North Carlton; new speed hump in Harding 
Street. 

BRN proposed new action point High priority
Use shared zones as effective traffic calming 
technique

COMMENT: 2013 Brunswick Integrated 
Transport Strategy (BITS) recommended use 
of shared zones. Note that contrary to Council 
advice that this would only work in streets 
with under 1000 traffic movements/day, it has 
been successfully implemented in Canberra’s 
Bunda Street (designed by GTS consultants 
who produced MITS draft)

Example: As proposed in BITS – a 10kph 
shared zone alongside Fleming Park in 
Victoria Street and Albert Street. 

BRN proposed new action point Important 
Prevent local traffic flow-ons when changes occur,  
by proactive planning.

Example:  make sure any changes to Sydney 
Road don’t push traffic into local roads

Example: Dangerous rat-running past Ceres, 
after 96 Terminal was moved.

BRN proposed new action point Important 
Encourage smaller vehicles by incentives and 
disincentives; advocate for this with State 
government. 

COMMENT: large (especially wide) cars 
are a hazard on narrow streets, especially 
as frequently combined with poor driving 
and parking skills, or aggression. They also 
use more resources and take more parking 
space. In Japan, smaller cars pay less tax. 
Moving to larger car parking space standards 
encourages size. 



Brunswick Residents Network MITS response, August 2018

Action point text Changes and comments

19

Traffic

2.1.1  Important 
Reduce No net increase to private vehicle car 
traffic capacity on roads in Moreland, unless 
essential to urban renewal and the provision of 
better public transport services.

COMMENT: There is too much traffic on local 
roads already. Target must be, to reduce 
volume. Urban renewal is not an excuse.

Text is edited to reflect this, and to include all 
vehicles, as residents regard trucks and utes 
as a major problem.

2.1.2  High priority 
Prioritise sustainable modes of transport, even 
where this takes space or road capacity away 
from cars.
2.5.1  High priority 
Close roads to through traffic in strategic 
locations (whilst maintaining pedestrian and 
cyclist permeability) to create places for 
people,consistent with the road user hierarchy. 

COMMENT: Very good to see this finally 
proposed as policy as we have been 
proposing it for 10 years.

Examples to implement: School streets like 
Westbourne Street at school end; Nash Street. 
at north end to allow turnaround into lane; 
David Street at narrow end. Minor roads such 
as Ethel Street near East Brunswick Village.

2.5.2  High priority 
Use physical restrictions, clear signage and traffic 
management to reduce large vehicle movements 
on local roads. 

COMMENT: Major issue in BRN 2014 survey. 
Also needs advocacy to State Government to 
make it easier to have rules to keep them out. 
Damage parked cars, overhead infrastructure 
like cables; and wreck kerbs and roundabouts.

2.5.3  Important 
Use physical restrictions and traffic management 
to reduce ‘hoon’ behaviour and communicate its 
unacceptability. 

COMMENT: speed humps do effectively 
control hoons, as they love their low-chassis 
cars. 

COMMENT: Aggression (by some drivers and 
also  some cyclists) is a problem and needs 
addressing 

Left: Rat-running from Blyth Street down 
Nash Street, 5pm.  Closing this street 
to through vehicle traffic would make it 
safer and close a favourite rat-run. 

Increase percentage of Council staff using PT 
and active transport to travel to work, by use of 
incentives and disincentives. 

COMMENT: UK employers have bike 
purchase subsidies. Free parking is known to 
encourage car use.
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(Previous draft number) 3.1.1. High priority 
Progressively reduce speed limits to 30km/h 
on local roads to improve safety for all users, 
discourage car use and discourage through traffic 
movements, starting with the south of Moreland.

COMMENT: Lowering traffic speeds was 
highlighted as a priority by respondents to 
our 2011 and 2014 surveys. The Council’s 
2013 report on community consultation for the 
Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy also 
noted that rhere was support for “a greater 
push for 40km/h and 30km/h speed zones” 

ADD: This action point needs to add liveability 
as a reason for introducing 30kph. 

(Final draft wording) 3.1.1  Delete 
Continue to implement 40km/h speed limits on 
other local roads to improve safety for all users, 
discourage car use and discourage through traffic 
movements.

Revert to previous wording.

(Previous draft number) 3.1.2. High priority
Advocate for the continued reduction of speed 
limits on arterial roads in Moreland, especially 
near schools, hospitals, activity centres, transport 
interchanges, pedestrian areas and along cycling 
corridors.

COMMENT: Council should lower speed 
limits on Council-controlled main roads, and 
lobby VicRoads to reduce speeds on arterial 
roads - particularly in areas of high pedestrian 
traffic . Noting current campaign by residents 
of Nicholson Sts Brunswick AND Holmes St 
Coburg (corner Moreland + Holmes). Drivers 
can also be slowed through clever road design.

3.2.8  High priority 
Use traffic management to minimise vehicle 
throughput and calm traffic on streets near 
schools.
3.2.9  High priority 
Reduce speeds on streets around schools in peak 
periods

E.g. 20k school zones

3.2.10 High priority 
Consider reducing speeds even further at school 
entrances. 

E.g. Albion Street near North Brunswick 
Primary

5.4.1  Delete 
Promote sustainable transport options as effective 
means of improving travel time reliability.
5.4.2  Agree 
Advocate for signalling changes which seek to 
improve reliability over speed or travel time.
5.5.1  Delete 
Improve understanding of local freight and service 
requirements.

COMMENT: Unclear

Traffic
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5.5.2  Delete 
Continue to maximise use of laneways and rear 
accessways for freight and service movements. 
Where this is not possible, pursue innovative use 
of space for loading.

COMMENT: Bluestone laneways should not 
be used for freight deliveries. New buildings 
should have loading docks, and access via 
major roads. 

5.5.3  Agree 
Encourage loading activity outside of peak periods.

COMMENT: This could mean the Woolworths 
truck comes at 3am!  -
Add: during set daytime hours, in residential 
streets 

5.5.4  Agree 
Support low-impact methods of delivering last-
kilometre freight, such as use of cargo bikes, 
smaller vans and scooters for deliveries. 

COMMENT: Bike trailers are far cheaper than 
cargo bikes (~10% of cost). 

Suggestion: Encourage provision of bike trailer 
rentals to customers for large objects. IKEA are 
trying this in Denmark: https://inhabitat.com/ikea-
debuts-bike-trailers-in-denmark/

Traffic

Case study: Ewing Street upgrade – a mixed blessing
Over three years ago concerned Ewing Street residents petitioned the Council to make their road safer for 
cyclists and pedestrians. In particular this is a safe route via a laneway off Brunswick Road, to Princes Hill 
Primary School and to the city by bike.
Plans were drawn up in consultation with residents and road-users. The outcomes have been as follows:
◊ Upgrading pedestrian crossings at the roundabouts. One roundabout has been upgraded and one is 

under way. The speed of works has been glacial. 
◊ Lobbying Vicroads to make the Brunswick Road crossing safer. Apparently unsuccessful
◊ Marking bike lanes south of Weston Street. Done
◊ Blocking north-bound traffic.  Despite resident enthusiasm at consultations, rejected by a poll.
◊ Trees from the centre of the road were removed and new trees were planted 
A recent discussion on the Brunswick Residents Facebook page aired a variety of views. Despite 
appreciating the work put into the consultation by residents and Council staff, there are mixed feelings 
about the outcomes. Some major themes were:
1. Pedestrians, especially parents, find the new roundabout safer. It could have been even better with 
raised crossings (apparently rejected on a cost basis) and zebra crossings. 
2. The majority of cyclists – including Moreland BUG – believes the marked lanes have made cycling more 
dangerous: in particular the lanes are too narrow and cyclists are close to both parked cars and traffic. 
They believe that the design favoured vehicular traffic movements over bikes, attracting more speedy rat-
runners. 
3. Illegal parking is rampant, with vehicles protruding into bike lanes (see picture page 12)
Questions for future projects include how to properly fund these important local projects; how to best 
design and where to use bike lanes; how to enforce safe parking (see Action Point 4.2.6); how to roll out 
this work in a timely fashion; whether a local poll should override an apparently popular and sensible 
project; and how to more effectively work with VicRoads to achieve safer outcomes.



Brunswick Residents Network MITS response, August 2018

Action point text Changes and comments

22

1.1.1  High priority
Create an exceptional and attractive pedestrian 
streetscape with high place value where people 
can linger, shop, socialise and spend time.

COMMENTS:
◊ Lingering is important
◊ Trees and green spaces are important in 

this context
◊ See our specific recommendations 

for seats and water fountains, under 
“pedestrians”

1.1.2  High priority
Develop programs for local communities to take 
ownership of an area (including station areas), 
replicating the success of ‘tidy towns’.

COMMENT: Needs explicit commitment from 
Council to  provide resources such as grants, 
coordination with Open Space Unit, etcetera.

ADD: “with Council working with community 
members to implement lower speeds, shared 
zones and road closures.”

1.1.3  High priority
Continue to progressively close streets to car 
traffic and introduce parklets, public space and 
places for people
1.1.5  High priority 
Require new developments on large sites to 
provide ‘short-cuts’ on both walking and cycling 
routes (for example, through new subdivision 
sites) to make walking and cycling direct

COMMENT:  It should be explicit that this 
should be an obligation in the planning permit

Text edited to add cycling

2.2.4  High priority 
Ensure we take a holistic approach to planning 
our streets, including consultation with the 
community, understanding the needs of different 
users and an analytical evidence base

COMMENT:  This is a key priority, though 
there is a need to clarify what ‘holistic’ means. 
There should also be an explicit commitment 
that transport planning is conducted within 
an urban design framework (NB comments in 
opening introduction on precinct and horizon 
planning)

ADD: “a holistic approach to planning our 
streets within an urban design framework”

2.3.3  Important 
Continuously and proactively review whether car 
parking is needed and take steps to repurpose the 
space for movement or place for people.

COMMENT:  Needs definition of “place’’ and 
“movement” to clarify that this does not mean 
more roads for cars. See 2.6.4.

Planning, construction, land use

BRN proposed new action point  High priority
Moreland Council to advocate for changes to 
the planning scheme, to require developers to 
conduct wider neighbourhood traffic plans, rather 
than just traffic plans for their own project.

COMMENTS: See introduction.



Brunswick Residents Network MITS response, August 2018

Action point text Changes and comments

23

2.3.4  Important 
Ensure any new car park areas (and encourage 
existing car park areas to) include spaces to 
support sustainable modes.
2.3.1  High priority 
Recognise and use streets as flexible spaces for 
people that can be used for a range of different 
purposes, including at different times.

COMMENT:  This needs an explicit 
commitment to the creation of shared zones 
near schools and parks, involving 10kph traffic 
limits, appropriate signage, colour marking on 
road surface etcetera.

2.3.2  High priority 
Evolve our use of road space to drive change 
to more sustainable, safe and efficient ways of 
moving people and creating places for people.

COMMENT:  While a noble concept, this is 
verbiage without any mechanism to achieve it.

2.4.2  Important 
Continue to strengthen the role of activity centres 
to encourage localisation of trips and minimise the 
need to travel to access services and facilities.

COMMENT:  This should be strengthened 
with an explicit commitment to transform the 
Moreland planning scheme

2.4.3  Delete
Seek diversity in land use and promote land uses 
with high levels of employment (such as retail and 
commercial), such as through rezoning as Activity 
Centre Zone.

COMMENT:  The use of Activity Centre Zoning 
is a tool that can be used for good or evil, and 
may have unintended consequences. BRN 
does not support the extension of activity 
centres into and along residential streets – 
in contrast, there is a need for more use of 
permit conditions to ensure the introduction 
of commercial and retail elements into major 
apartment towers in existing activity centres.

2.4.4  Agree 
Encourage new schools, health facilities and key 
community services to be located near existing 
public transport.

COMMENT:  How will this be done?  State 
government departments will look for cheap 
land, which is rare in Brunswick along major 
transport routes

ADD: encouraging state government 
departments, VicTrack etcetera to grant, 
not sell, land to Moreland Council along key 
transport routes and green wedges

3.5.1  Important 
Ensure all new public spaces are designed with 
the safety of all users in mind, including women 
and children, both during the day and at night.

COMMENT:  This should be existing practice. 
Once again, this should be prioritised for 
existing, not just new, development precincts 
(e.g. lighting around Hope and Breese streets)

Planning, construction, land use
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3.5.2  High priority 
Continue to encourage community activity and 
flexible uses of spaces to encourage public 
activation and passive surveillance. 

EDIT: explain public activation

2.6.1  Important 
Reallocate road space to green Moreland. 

Positive example: outside Brunswick Library. 
Suggestion: Park Street east of Stranger St.

2.6.2  High priority
Seek opportunities to re-use Council off-street car 
parking areas as green community spaces

ADD words:  “prioritising long-standing 
proposals from community groups for new 
green space”.

This action should also include the return to 
parkland, of the large area given over to free 
car parking, next to Council building (pictured 
left).

2.6.3  High priority 
Prioritise the creation of open and green space 
over new off-street car parks.

COMMENT:  This general principle is 
welcome, but needs to be clarified (does this 
apply across the whole municipality?)

ADD: “in the context of local precinct traffic 
planning”

3.7.1  Important 
Minimise impact on pedestrian and cyclist safety 
at roadworks and construction sites.
3.7.2  High priority 
Require Traffic Management Plans and 
Construction Traffic Management Plans 
prioritise pedestrian, cyclist and public transport 
movements over car movements.

COMMENT:  This is a matter of 1) 
transparency, with Council making all such 
plans easily accessible and 2) enforcement

ADD words “allocating resources to make 
these plans available to the public, and 
enforcing plans on the ground.” 

Planning, construction, land use
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4.1.3  Agree 
Consolidate or remove property crossovers and 
encourage access via rear laneways where 
possible.

COMMENT: This should not be at the expense 
of the protection of bluestone .

Also, currently residents have to pay a 
substantial fee to have a cross-over removed 
so this needs to be changed. 

5.3.1  High priority 
Where possible, ensure new development 
applications increase permeability and 
connectivity to the walking and cycling network.

Great idea, but who will do this?  Needs 
explicit reference to changing the planning 
scheme

5.3.2  High priority 
Establish Design & Development Overlays in 
priority areas (such as near activity centres) to 
create new walking and cycling links.

COMMENT:  good tool, when developed 
within urban design framework, but this will 
require mandatory rather than discretionary 
planning controls

5.3.4  Delete 
Support high activity-generating development 
where suitable transport accessibility, connectivity 
and capacity exists.

COMMENT:  Isn’t this redundant – the 
planning scheme is supposed to do this!

Planning, construction, land use

A final Action Point
The Crowdspot technology worked well and could be used more widely to tap local knowledge. For 
example, Crowdspots could be used to get advice from residents and road/path users on:

 ★ good bike and walking routes/short-cuts 
 ★ future priority projects
 ★ danger spots
 ★ missing linkages for bikes and pedestrians
 ★ rat-running routes
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Partnerships, communication, transparency

BRN proposed new action point  High priority
Appoint dedicated staff members for community 
engagement on transport and parking

See comments in introduction

BRN proposed new action point  High priority 
Create a MITS working group with representation 
from local residents, bicycle users groups, small 
businesses, schools, disability groups, public 
transport users and other relevant organisations.

See comments in introduction

BRN proposed new action point  High priority
Gather, collate and share baseline data on all 
transport modes

See comments in introduction

BRN proposed new action point  High priority
Make data on transport easily accessible to the 
community through a dedicated website and other 
social media and advertising (e.g. data such as 
traffic counts, traffic plans for major development 
projects, information on road closures due to 
construction etcetera), 

See comments in introduction; and under  
Cycling

BRN proposed new action point  High priority 
Regularly report to Moreland councillors and 
the wider community on MITS implementation, 
benchmarks, priorities, achievements and ongoing 
work etcetera; including production of an annual 
MITS action plan for release to the community, 
detailing the progress on MITS implementation, 
outlining completed and ongoing projects and 
calling for submissions on priorities in the next 
council budget cycle.

See comments in introduction

1.6.1  Important 
Communicate, educate and reinforce that the 
way we travel is everyone’s responsibility and 
the entire community must take ownership and a 
proactive role in MITS.

COMMENT: Also needs education to 
encourage use of non-car options, and to 
explain how they can save money.

1.6.2  High priority 
Encourage the community to engage with other 
levels of government, stakeholders and transport 
operators to share ownership in fostering change 
for Moreland.
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Partnerships, communication, transparency

1.6.3  Agree
Prepare a plan to re-introduce ‘Cyclovia’, street 
festivals and other events which temporarily close 
road links and allow the community to experience 
other ways our streets can be used, especially in 
the north of Moreland

COMMENT: Facilitate local initiatives by 
making it easy for residents to organise small 
local events.

1.6.4  Agree 
Partner with organisations that are at the forefront 
of sustainability to deliver ‘without my car’ days.

COMMENT: Really, with anyone who could 
make a good job of it?

1.9.3  Agree 
Work with bicycle associations, user groups, local 
shops and Council staff to increase the uptake of 
e-bikes and cycling.

COMMENT: There are pros and cons for 
E-bikes so delete specific reference. 

3.2.2  High priority 
Work with schools and provide resources to 
create programs which encourage active travel 
behaviours.
3.2.3  Important 
Work with schools and produce maps for the 
community showing how they can use active 
travel to get to school, including initiatives such as 
‘walking school buses’.

See also 3.2.7 . Safe cycling and walking 
paths to all schools should be systematically 
mapped . 

4.3.4  Important 
Review pricing for use of public space for private 
enterprises, such as car share and bike share.
4.4.3  Important 
Deliver clear information on Council led events 
that cause transport disruption.
5.1.1  High priority 
In collaboration with surrounding municipalities, 
advocate for improved east-west transport 
connectivity.
5.2.1  High priority 
Collaborate with relevant authorities to identify 
and safeguard sites and corridors for transport 
services, connections (for a focus on cycling 
and walking), interchange facilities and servicing 
requirements.



Contact Brunswick Residents Network: regarding this report
 ● albertstreet2020@gmail.com
 ● 0490 182 041 (Nancy Atkin)
 ● Check BrunswickResidentsNetwork on Wordpress or Facebook


