
Dear Residents,  
 
Thank you all for attending and participating in the community meeting to discuss the East 
Brunswick Village (EBV) development on the 14th of February 2017. We really valued the 
discussion and the ideas generated and have begun to take action on them. Sorry for the 
delay sending you this summary and update from meeting.  As a result of the community 
meeting and feedback that you provided, we were able to secure a number of 
improvements in the planning permit. 
 
We have included a few things in this email as follows: 
A. Summary of the main discussion points from the community meeting  
B. Outcomes of the decision at the Urban Planning Committee (22/2/17) that 
considered  the application to amend the planning permit for the EBV.  
C. Our approach on the next steps for improving consultation and proactive work in the 
East Brunswick precinct in response to the EBV.  
 
A. Summary of the main discussion points from the community meeting  
 
The East Brunswick Village applicant is seeking to amend the planning permit they 
currently have to build stages 1 and 2 of the development. The main amendments they 
were seeking to their current permit were as follows: 
- Increasing the number of one bedroom apartments (from 138 to 216) and reducing the 
number of two bedroom apartments (from 154 to 91). 
- Moving the escalator that moves people from the underground car park to the ground 
level from the main piazza area next to the Coles supermarket. 
- Increasing the height of the development to accomodate greater floor to ceiling heights 
required by Coles and to create new rooftop decks for future residents.  
 
The community meeting raised a number of concerns about the proposed amendments to 
the planning permit as follows: 
 
- What is the justification for reducing the number of 2 bedroom apartments and increasing 
the number of 1 bedroom apartments.  
- Questions about the appeal process. We discussed the history of the EBV and the lack of 
public notification requirements and the right for residents to formally appeal the planning 
permits because of conditions imposed when the Development Plan was introduced in 
early October 2012. We are still seeking the full history about who made the decision to 
remove appeal rights.  
- Questions and discussion on the impact of increased traffic and congestion that the 
development would create in East Brunswick.  
- Questions about the cumulative impact of the increased development activity in East 
Brunswick, how the suburb could cope and if we were putting in the infrastructure needed 
to cater to increased population.  
- Questions about what happens after these stages of development. We have learned that 
the applicant has lodged an application for stage 3. There are 618 apartments proposed 
for stages 1 and 2 (sorry for the error we made when speaking about the numbers at the 
meeting), and there will be approximately 400 more dwellings in stage 3. The development 
plan for the site anticipated about 1000 new dwellings at the EBV. 



-There are ongoing concerns about the impact of the new exit from one of the EBV 
carparks onto John Street and the impact it will have on this dedicated portion of the 
Brunswick Shimmy bike path.  
 
The meeting expressed the following feedback about the EBV proposal: 
- A resident wished us to note that the meeting expresses opposition to the EBV due to 
massive impact on amenity  
- Concerns were expressed by some residents about the planning process in 
Brunswick/Moreland, there was a view expressed that the Planning Department is not 
expressing the Council view. Questions were asked about how can the department better 
represent the people and the Councillors? 
- There were questions about the dwelling diversity mix and how we could improve and 
influence this. 
- Questions were asked about the overall car numbers and impacts?  
- A request for  a proper traffic study to be completed prior to the development  
- A call for greater transparenccy – with active/up-to-date EBV website and an MCC site 
with a webpage dedicated to EBV information and updates.  
- Concerns expressed about height issues (roof top decks, elevator shafts) and shadowing 
impacts 
- Request for a follow up meeting on increasing density and population in Brunswick.  
 
The Brunswick Residents Network also compiled a great summary of the meeting that can 
be found here:  http://wp.me/p1XoLl-7G 
 
B. Outcomes of the Urban Planning Committee (UPC) Meeting : 22 February 2017 
 
The UPC meeting to decide on the request to amend EBV's planning permit was held on 
the 22nd of February 2017.  
 
Thanks to your input and feedback we were able to secure a number of 
improvements. The Urban Planning Committee made the following decision: 
 
- Rejected the increase of one bedroom apartments at the expense of two bedroom 
apartments and instead we have required them to provide 50% of each dwelling type in lot 
1 and 2. 
- Rejected the request to move the escalator to a enclosed space within the Coles 
supermarket entrance and instead asked for it to be placed closer to the main shopping 
precinct instead (in order to ensure that people were using the main public area and not 
being required to enter the Coles precinct everytime they go up and down the escalator to 
the carpark) 
- Requested retractable bollards on Main Street (instead of removing them) to ensure 
that they prevent vehicle traffic on Main Street and encourages active transport.  
- Changed the times when deliveries to the supermarket are allowed, to make it later 
each morning and in line with delivery times for all the other retail stores.  
 
We weren't able to change more at this stage as we were advised that we could only 
decide on the parts of the planning permit that the applicant wanted to amend rather than 
the entire permit they have already received, however we were able to secure 
improvements on all those amendments above.  
 



C. Our approach on the next steps for improving consultation and proactive work in 
the East Brunswick precinct in response to the EBV.  
 
We are also following up on the traffic improvement work and information website that 
were suggested at the meeting at our next ordinary Council meeting (this  Wednesday 8th 
March 2017) . This is the motion we have tabled for the next Council meeting: 
 
Motion 
Council resolves to: 
1 Conduct informal public notification of all future planning applications for the East 

Brunswick Village, while acknowledging that these applications are exempt from the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 provisions relating to the issue of a Notice of 
Decision to Grant a Planning Permit and the rights to seek a review of Council’s 
decision before the Victorian Civil and Administrative Appeals Tribunal. Council will 
develop appropriate guidelines for this public consultation and exhibition process 
with the aim of ensuring the community is given at least 14 days notice of future 
planning permit applications for the EBV.  

2 Publish a webpage within the Moreland City Council website dedicated to providing up 
to date information about the East Brunswick village including all planning 
applications and permits and any other relevant updates.  

3 Receive a status update via a Council report by April 2017 on each of the following 
resolutions approved by Council in 2015:  

  a)  Note that there is a 300% increase in dwelling numbers predicted for this 
(3B) precinct of Brunswick by 2024.  

  b)  Acknowledge that Council needs to anticipate, prepare and respond to 
the impact of this increase in new dwellings on resident amenity and the 
liveability of the area.  

  c)  Investigate and prepare a design and costing for an alternative/additional 
on-road bike lane to John Street, Brunswick East (or a redesign of the John 
street bike path that improves cyclist safety) as part of the Brunswick 
Shimmy. This design is to be prepared prior to the commencement of the 
construction of East Brunswick Village. Following the completion of the 
investigation and design Council Officer are to advise Councillors of the 
outcome and prepare any necessary budget bids. 

d) Notes the recommendations for the Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy (BITS),    
which aims to accommodate the projected population growth in this area, with an inherent 
need to achieve mode shift away from the car. 
 
4. Develop a East Brunswick transport action plan (to be embedded in the Brunswick 
integrated transport strategy) to ensure that Council meets the future transport needs to 
reduce congestion and car use and increase active sustainable transport in the East 
Brunswick precinct.  
Background: 
 
Council's urban Planning Committee was asked in January 2017 to consider an 
amendment to a planning permit for the East Brunswick Village (EBV) originally granted in 
2015. South ward Councillors held a public consultation meeting on this application given 
that public notice and third party appeal rights are not allowed for this site (due to 
conditions in the DDO governing the site). At at that consultation meeting, several 
proposals were raised about how Council can play a more proactive role in ensuring the 
community have access to timely and accurate information on this significant development 



site in Brunswick East.  There were significant concerns raised at that meeting about the 
cumulative impact of population growth East Brunswick is experiencing, the transport and 
traffic issues being experienced and concerns about the applicant's proposal to reduce 
dwelling diversity and the intensity of development on the site. This motion seeks to 
improve the community's access to information about the EBV and conduct the necessary 
proactive approach to managing and responding to the transport issues that the EBV 
creates.  
 
We are hopeful that this resolution will be approved by Council on Wednesday and will 
keep you updated. Please let us know if you have any queries and we would be happy to 
stay in touch.  We will keep in touch as we make progress on a number of the items 
covered above.  Thanks again for attending the meeting and participating in this important 
discussion. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Samantha and Mark  
 
 
Samantha Ratnam 
Deputy Mayor, Moreland City Council 
Ph: 0433 275 434 	


