
1Brunswick Residents Network

FEBRUARY 2014

TIME FOR ACTION!
BRUNSWICK TRAFFIC SURVEY 
2014

Are we safe?

So many  
accidents and  

no action?



The Brunswick Residents Network is a local community network that links people who live, 
work and play across our neighbourhood. We’re working to create a safer, more liveable 
community. As local residents, we believe that renters, owners and local businesses should 
have a greater say over State government and Council decisions that affect our suburb. We 
are not affiliated to any political party.

For more information about the network, please contact us: albertstreet2020@gmail.com 
online at: http://brunswickresidents.wordpress.com – or like our Facebook page.

Please download the report from the brunswickresidents address above.
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The Brunswick Residents Network traffic survey 
was conducted in December 2013 and January 
2014, with residents able to complete the 
responses on paper or online. 

The survey was completed by 415 households, 
representing 1,045 people. While it is a voluntary 
survey and there is an implicit bias towards those 
who are concerned about the issues, the large 
size of the sample shows that there is widespread 
concern about this traffic and liveability across 
the suburb.

With support from the office of Brunswick MP 
Jane Garrett, surveys were mailed to residents 
and businesses living in the area bounded from 
east to west by Nicholson Street, Lygon Street 

and Sydney Road, and from north to south by 
Blyth Street and Glenlyon Road. This survey area 
surrounds the Albert and Victoria Street corridor 
that is the central spine of Brunswick East and 
Brunswick. Surveys were distributed to residential 
streets running north-south on either side of 
these major streets. While people completing 
the survey were guaranteed anonymity, 180 
respondents included their name and contact 
details.

This report summarises the hundreds of 
comments added to the statistical survey – 
detailed comments on specific streets and 
particular hazards will be relayed to Council 
officers for consideration and action.

About this report

Brunswick Residents Network
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Victoria Street/George Street 
October  2013

Speeding car smashes into car 
turning into George Street.  
A mother and baby were 
travelling in the car. 

This stretch of Victoria Street 
has seen a great many accidents 
in the past two years due 
to speeding traffic and long 
stretches of no standing/no 
parking stretches.

Reported to Strategic 
Transport Department. 

Action taken: none

Case number: CRS289411

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

 . . . the majority of residents surveyed believe 
that local streets are increasingly hazardous 
for cyclists and pedestrians and unfriendly for 
local drivers
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There’s a lot more people living in Brunswick, and 
a lot more people passing through the suburb on 
their way to work and play. 

Melbourne’s inner north has a rapidly rising 
population, as old industrial sites get re-
developed into multi-storey apartment buildings. 
This places pressure on local services, access to 
open space and the ability to move safely around 
our suburbs.

As this report documents, local residents are 
concerned about the way that increasing traffic 
is affecting their safety and the liveability of 
their neighbourhood. As Brunswick grows, these 
problems will only increase unless State and local 
government take action.

This report details a number of residents’ 
concerns in their own words and suggests 
measures to improve the liveability of our 
neighbourhoods.

Resident concerns
In December 2013 and January 2014, Brunswick 
Residents Network (BRN) conducted a survey 
of local residents to understand their concerns 
over traffic management and seek their ideas 
for action. The survey was completed by 415 
households (made up of 1,045 people) in the 
area bounded by Nicholson Street, Glenlyon 
Road, Sydney Road and Blyth Street – an area 
currently facing significant urban redevelopment. 

As the following pages detail, the majority of 
residents surveyed believe that local streets 
are increasingly hazardous for cyclists and 
pedestrians and unfriendly for local drivers:

Three quarters of those surveyed (75.1 percent) 
reported that traffic in the streets was affecting 
their quality of life.

Three hundred and sixty four respondents (over 
88 percent) had witnessed dangerous driving 
in local streets, with even higher rates shown 
in residential streets like Albert Street (where 
95 percent of people surveyed had witnessed 
dangerous driving). 

Of those people who had witnessed dangerous 
driving, 46 percent had seen it “often” rather 
than “occasionally” – this tally was even higher 
in Victoria Street, where 57 percent of those 
surveyed had “often” seen dangerous behaviour.

More than three quarters of those surveyed feel 
that traffic is increasing over the last two years, 
with only one per cent reporting less traffic in 
their street. 

With cars avoiding major roads to rat-run through 
residential streets, residents reported that parked 
cars were damaged or had mirrors ripped off; 
there was also damage to phone booths, signs 
and other community infrastructure.

As people completed the survey, they added 
hundreds of comments about problems such as:

•	traffic volume and speed through residential 
streets (especially from large vehicles);

•	increasing traffic related to new development 
projects in the neighbourhood;

•	rat-running and dangerous driving;

•	hazards for bicyclists and pedestrians, and 
especially for children; 

•	aggressive driving or road rage; 

•	damage to parked cars and community 
infrastructure;

•	problems with resident parking;

•	noise and pollution.

Executive summary
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Victoria Street/George Street  
2013

Speeding car smashes into phone 
box. Coming from Sydney Road 
turning into George Street at 
night. Luckily no-one was in the 
phone box.

The car also hit the house and 
severed its phone connection.

The renters sought new 
accommodation soon afterwards. 

Reported to Strategic 
Transport department. 

Action taken: none

Case number: CRS289411

. . . three quarters of those surveyed (75.1 
percent) – reported that traffic in the 
streets was affecting their quality of life.
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Turning policy into action
Moreland Council has issued a range of policy 
statements expressing a clear commitment 
to safety for cyclists and pedestrians, and the 
promotion of public transport. 

A February 2014 planning report to Council 
states: “The key direction for transport and 
movement outlined in the Brunswick Structure 
Plan (BSP) is to see the majority of people 
arrive and move around the Brunswick Major 
Activity Centre on foot, by bike or by using public 
transport. It is intended that the dominance of 
traffic within the centre will be reduced, with 
an increase in the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. Streets will be enhanced as accessible, 
high-quality open space. Traffic will be managed 
to reduce congestion and parking will be located 
in appropriate places whilst not detracting from 
the area.”

The Brunswick Residents Network (BRN) agrees 
with these priorities, but this survey of residents 
and local businesses show that these objectives 
are not being met – indeed, Brunswick residents 
say the situation is getting worse.

In December 2013, Moreland City Council 
adopted the Brunswick Integrated Transport 
Strategy (BITS), outlining long-term objectives 
for traffic management in a suburb that is facing 
significant population increase due to increased 
housing “densification” – the construction of 
new apartment complexes along major traffic 
corridors and on old industrial sites.

The BITS strategy includes many valuable 
proposals to address long-standing resident 

concerns about traffic in Brunswick, Brunswick 
East, and Brunswick West. But the strategy is too 
little, too late. Until now, Council practice has 
privileged the free movement of vehicles rather 
than safety for pedestrians and cyclists, improved 
access to open space, and better environmental 
outcomes. 

In spite of significant Council investments in 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, there’s a 
long way to go. The BITS strategy acknowledges: 
“Walking and cycling lack priority and adequate 
facilities, and are inherently unsafe due to 
conflicts with vehicles.”

Recommendations
This report includes charts which detail a number 
of priorities for traffic calming on residential 
streets, and other measures to improve mobility 
and safety for cyclists and pedestrians. Based on 
survey data and residents’ comments, there are a 
number of recommendations for action:

Slow the traffic along residential streets

•	approach VicRoads to introduce 40 kph limits 
for all residential streets across Brunswick, 
especially in the area between Glenlyon Road 
and Brunswick Road

•	Work with police and relevant authorities to 
enforce existing and new speed limits. 

•	allocate significant new resources to address 
the problem of “rat-running” and damage to 
parked cars and community infrastructure

•	find the necessary funding to slow traffic 
along residential streets, by introducing street 
narrowing and other measures.
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Tuesday 10 December 2013.

Pedestrian knocked down by driver 
turning left from Albert Street on to 
Sydney Road.

88.4 percent had witnessed 
dangerous driving in local streets.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey
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A key priority was to limit entry for big trucks 
using residential streets (112 survey responses).

The most popular mechanism to slow or limit 
traffic was small garden beds to narrow and 
beautify the street (102 responses). Other 
options thatrated highly as priorities include: 
more effective speed humps to slow traffic (72), 
and limiting entry at busy times (57). 

A top priority for 111 people was the 
enforcement of 40kph limits in residential 
streets where it exists near Victoria and Albert 
Streets, with the extension of 40 kph limits to all 
residential streets across Brunswick also widely 
supported..

On your bike!

•	create marked bike lanes where possible, and 
continue to roll out “sharrows” (bike signs) on 
roads, including local streets 

•	strengthen pedestrian and cycling connections 
along Albert, Victoria, Edward and other east-
west streets to link Brunswick’s green open 
spaces and the bicycle paths along the Upfield 
railway and Merri Creek. 

•	increase signage towards the best cycle routes (34)

•	make sure that bikes and pedestrians can travel 
through any treatments that limit cars (contra 
flow on one way streets, bike access through 
closures, speed humps etc.)

•	improve street lighting for pedestrians and 
along bike paths.

The second highest priority in the survey was 
to introduce more marked bike lanes (112) and 

other measures to separate cars and bicycles, 
not only on major arterial routes but also key 
residential streets.

Walking at all ages

•	ensure that people of all ages and abilities can 
move safely and easily on footpaths in Brunswick

•	allocate funds for trials to increase 
infrastructure and services (e.g. walking buses) 
for school children

•	improve and increase the number of pedestrian 
and zebra crossings, mid-street refuges and 
safety zones so children can safely walk or cycle 
to and from school and parks

•	improve footpath maintenance and quality 
across Brunswick.

Invest in infrastructure

•	demand developers conduct “horizon” traffic 
planning, looking at the neighbourhood as a 
whole rather than their own individual project. 

•	integrate traffic management into the Fleming 
Park master plan

•	ensure that a significant proportion of 
developers’ open space contributions are 
allocated for infrastructure in Brunswick rather 
than across the whole municipality

As their first priority, people wanted more shady 
trees along the streets (123 survey responses), 
both for environmental and health benefits, but 
as a way of highlighting the difference between 
residential streets and arterial transport routes.



10

Traffic congestion in Albert 
Street, Brunswick. As cars try to 
slalom through narrow residential 
streets, there is always potential 
for grid-lock at peak hours. At 
other times , people speed on 
these streets.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

The Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy (p3) acknowledges: 

“Walking and cycling lack priority and 
adequate facilities, and are inherently  
unsafe due to conflicts with vehicles.”
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Sort out parking

•	work with residents and local businesses 
to urgently address anomalies in parking 
restrictions for residential streets, near 
dangerous corners and outside industrial sites.

•	undertake more effective advocacy and 
information about Council policy on parking, 
residential parking permits, disability and 
business permits, and promotion of active 
transport.

•	increase the number of bike parking stands at 
key points around the suburb.

Promote public transport

•	work with neighbouring municipalities to 
lobby the State government over funding for 
public transport and redirection of resources 
committed to the East-West link project.

•	lobby the state government for improvements 
to the Upfield railway line, such as the 
duplication of the line beyond Gowrie station.

•	improve bus services to increase east-west 
mobility and connections with north-south tram 
and train lines.

Time for action!

•	commit long-term sustained finance to 
implement traffic calming measures around 
our suburbs, improve cycling infrastructure, bus 
services and the quality of footpaths.

•	establish a working group to ensure that the 
new Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy is 
implemented, involving councillors, council staff, 
residents groups, and representatives of local 
businesses and community organisations.

•	deliver an annual report to the community on 
initiatives taken to address traffic management 
and implement the Brunswick Integrated 
Transport Strategy.

Funding a response
Victoria’s Department of Planning, Transport and 
Local Infrastructure confirms that: “the Brunswick 
Activities Area ranks as one of Melbourne’s 
highest housing growth activities areas.”

With Brunswick’s population forecast to expand 
even more in coming years, it is vital that 
councillors are proactive. They should commit 
long-term sustained finance to implement traffic 
calming measures around our suburbs. 

Moreland Council has not yet allocated sufficient 
funding to implement the core recommendations 
of the Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy. 
We welcome the proposal to allocate $250,000 
a year over the next five years for traffic 
management in Brunswick. But Council’s own 
report say this amount is nowhere near enough 
to implement the measures outlined in the 
strategy. The strategy must be extended by 
detailed plans for different parts of Brunswick, 
which can address the specific and different 
needs of each area, with a detailed timetable and 
budget for the work required.

Council must continue to lobby the State 
Government over investment in public transport 
and infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians. 
The Victorian Auditor General has stressed the 
need for billions of dollars of investment in 
public transport each year, at a time the state 
government is focused on construction of new 
freeways and the East-West Link.
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Moreland Council has developed planning and 
transport policies to encourage new residents 
to use public transport or cycling, rather than 
drive. But as Melbourne expands and Brunswick’s 
population increases, many residents feel that 
vehicle movements in and through the suburb 
are overwhelming policies that prioritise active 
transport.

The number of people living in Brunswick 
and Brunswick East is increasing rapidly. The 
population growth rate from the latest census 
(13.7 percent over five years) is the fastest since 
the 1920s. In its 2013 “Housing Development 
Data Analysis”, Victoria’s Department of Planning, 
Transport and Local Infrastructure confirms that: 
“the Brunswick Activities Area ranks as one of 
Melbourne’s highest housing growth activities 
areas.”

Successive state governments – both Labor and 
Liberal – have promoted urban planning policies 
that involve “housing densification” along the 
major north-south traffic corridors (Nicholson 
Street, Lygon Street, and Sydney Road and 
the Upfield railway line). Within the Brunswick 
Activity Centre, traffic is already affected by new 
“high density” construction along these major 
transport routes. 

In the inner north, suburbs like Brunswick and 
Coburg are the focus of urban re-development. 
Overall, the population of Moreland municipality 

is set to increase to 182,000 by 2031 (a 28 per 
cent increase), but more than three quarters of 
the municipality’s growth is expected to occur in 
Brunswick and Coburg. Current forecasts indicate 
that the area known as the Brunswick Major 
Activity Centre (BMAC) will contain approximately 
22,000 dwellings by 2031. The most significant 
growth is predicted for Brunswick (rising by 38.7 
percent over 15 years) and Brunswick East (103.5 
percent increase). 

The State government’s 2013 “Housing 
Development Data Analysis” for Moreland City 
Council (pp13-14) highlights the extent of recent 
housing growth in Brunswick. The report notes 
that between 2004–11 “the Brunswick Activities 
Area was the overwhelming focus for new 
housing development. Over the 2004–11 period, 
it added 1,210 new dwellings which resulted 
in the number of dwellings within the activities 
area to more than double from 1,167 dwellings 
in 2004 to 2,377 dwellings in 2011. Given this 
growth in the number of households living in the 
Brunswick Activities Area, population is likely to 
have also doubled accordingly.” 

As old factories are demolished and rebuilt in 
Brunswick and Brunswick East, there are new 
multi-storey apartment complexes springing up 
along or near Nicholson Street, Lygon Street and 
Sydney Road. A number of projects have already 
obtained planning permits or rezoning. 

Background: Brunswick’s growth and traffic

The most significant growth is predicted for 
Brunswick (rising by 38.7 percent over 15 years) 
and Brunswick East (103.5 percent increase)
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These new projects include:

•	The redevelopment of the old Tip Top site 
between Edward Street and Weston Street

•	The proposed 14-storey shopping and residential 
complex at 284–294 Albert Street (between 
Sydney Road and the Upfield railway line)

•	The East Brunswick Village, a major project with 
hundreds of apartments on the old Tontine 
site between Nicholson Street, Albert Street 
and John Street, just next to the Sires factory 
redevelopment

•	The construction of 8 to 9 storey buildings on 
every corner of the intersection of Brunswick 
Road and Lygon Street.

•	Planning permits issued for a series of 8 to 
10 storey buildings along Lygon Street and 
Brunswick Road

•	The proposed rezoning of land containing old 
factories around Albert and Victoria Streets – 
factories and shops along Lygon Street and in 
Gale Street near Fleming Park.

•	The potential re-development of other areas 
in the future, such as the giant Fitwear Hosiery 
factory in Albert Street and the old Fletcher Jones 
site in Lobb Street.

•	Proposals for a “landmark” building near 
Brunswick Station and redevelopment planned 
along the Upfield railway line.

In coming years, this growth will extend further 
into Brunswick West. Under the latest “Plan 
Melbourne”, there is currently discussion of 
proposed Residential Growth Zones along Melville 
Road, as well as new traffic flowing into Brunswick 
West from major projects at Moonee Valley 
racecourse or off the proposed East-West Link.

Victoria’s planning scheme ignores the 
accumulation of vehicle movements and parking 
overflows that come from dozens of development 
projects within just a few kilometres. 

One major problem is that councils allow individual 
developers to avoid “big picture” and long-term 
traffic planning, which look at the neighbourhood 
as a whole rather than their own individual project. 
At present most consultants just prepare traffic 
plans for their own building, without analysing how 
traffic and parking issues will accumulate when 
traffic from nearby projects comes together. 

State and local government recognise these 
problems, but haven’t invested the resources 
to address them. The Victorian planning 
department’s 2013 report on High Density 
Development notes: “Moreland’s transport 
corridors exemplify the renewal outcomes that 
integrated land use and transport planning can 
achieve and represent considerable policy success 
in focusing population growth around public 
transport infrastructure.“

“At the same time, it is also understood that 
the success of council’s vision has precipitated 
significant increases in demand along these routes 
that has in turn generated travel time and capacity 
issues that need to be addressed.”

The report adds: “In Brunswick, there is an 
imperative for Council to ensure other objectives 
for its activities areas are also progressing 
including those related to creating ‘great spaces 
and places’ and ‘improved public spaces, civic 
places and streetscapes’ as per the Brunswick 
Structure Plan.”

BRUNSWICK 
RESIDENTS 
NETWORK



Brunswick	Traffic	2013	Victoria	and	Albert

1	/	1

Q1	I	believe	that	the	amount	of	traffic	in	my
street,	compared	to	two	years	ago,	is:

Answered:	409	 Skipped:	6

More	

76.28%	(312)

Less	

0.98%	(4)

About	the	same	

22.74%	(93)
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There is overwhelming sentiment that the amount 
of traffic in the suburb is increasing, and that this is 
negatively affecting people’s quality of life. 

Of the households surveyed by the Brunswick 
Residents Network, over three quarters (76.3 
percent) believe there is more traffic in their 
street compared to two years ago (only one percent 
thought that there was less traffic).

The perception of increased traffic was higher for 
people living in both Victoria Street (83.3 percent) 
and Albert Street (78.2 percent), compared to the 
average across the suburb.

More than 250 households – three quarters of 
those surveyed (75.1 percent) – reported that 
traffic in the streets was affecting their quality of 
life. Numbers were higher in Victoria Street (80.3 
percent) and streets between Victoria and Blyth 
Street (81.2 percent).

People commented on the ways that different traffic 
hazards are coming together to impact on their lives: 

Resident concern:

It’s getting worse

“ “Harder and longer to navigate through 
streets with frequent standstills lasting 
considerable time. Longer journey to and 
from work, particularly in the Brunswick 
area. The congestion is unbearable.

“ “

When both developments in John 
Street are finished, the parking 
and traffic are very much going to 
affect my quality of life.

“ “People park over our driveway – we 
can’t drive out of our driveway due 
to increased traffic. There is no room 
to pull over. Constant road rage from 
others, increased stress. Delayed travel 
time so late for appointments, school 
pickup, work etc.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey
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“ “We’re scared to ride our bikes on 
these streets. I worry about getting 
my child to childcare. The drivers are 
crazy. The streets are geared towards 
vehicles not people.

MCC. The way to school  
ain’t safe for me. 

Brunswick	Traffic	2013	Victoria	and	Albert

1	/	1

Q5	Is	traffic	in	our	streets	affecting	your
quality	of	life?

Answered:	394	 Skipped:	21

Yes

No

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

75.13%

24.87%

BRUNSWICK 
RESIDENTS 
NETWORK
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Survey responses highlighted the issue of traffic 
volume, congestion and the spill-over into 
residential streets of traffic escaping the main 
arterial roads.

Many people stated that the main north-south 
routes are difficult to use, especially at peak hour 
and on Saturday mornings:

Resident concern:

Traffic volume and congestion

“

“

“

“ “
“

“

“Traffic congestion is getting much worse 
and cars are resorting to rat running 
through the back streets to avoid the 
congestion in the main arterials (Sydney 
Road and Lygon Street). This causes 
increased risk of accidents in what should 
be quiet neighbourhood streets.

On weekends the traffic on local major 
roads (i.e. Lygon St Brunswick East) is 
horrendously congested, and travelling a 
few blocks can take 15 or 20 minutes.

Lygon, Nicholson and Sydney Road are 
always super busy – often the busiest 
part of my journey anywhere, including 
the city.

Lygon Street, Albert Street, Victoria 
Street, Evans Street and quite often 
Glenlyon Road are busy, such there are 
considerable delays or a need to try 
to reroute. There are not a lot of other 
options if you are going east west...

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

“ “

Difficulty getting in and out of car 
due to volume and speed of traffic.
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The response to this congestion varied. A few 
people argued for the removal of any measures 
that hindered the flow of traffic, with one arguing: 

“Transport options should allow cars to flow, not 
try and act as a hindrance. I am both a car driver 
and a pedestrian and at the moment none of 
it works effectively. It should not be just about 
controlling traffic.”

Most however argued for decreasing speed in 
residential streets: 

“The most important objective should be to 
reduce the threat of injury from speeding drivers 
– so slowing down traffic should be the priority, 
rather than removing it (although slowing down 
traffic will also probably reduce the number of 
cars using the side streets as a ‘short cut’)”

As detailed on the following pages, the vast 
majority of respondents wanted to slow traffic in 
residential streets, while freeing up movement for 
trams along the major north-south routes. While 
there were concerns expressed about congestion 
delaying vehicles that are transiting the suburb, 
these complaints were outweighed by the 
number of comments stressing the hazards 
to pedestrians, cyclists and local roads users 
(especially the elderly and the very young).

“ “The most important objective should be to 
reduce the threat of injury from speeding 
drivers – so slowing down traffic should be 
the priority, rather than removing it (although 
slowing down traffic will also probably reduce 
the number of cars using the side streets as a 
‘short cut’)
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Council must allocate significant new resources 
to address the problem of “rat-running” – people 
using local residential streets as thoroughfares to 
avoid the congestion of major arterial roads like 
Sydney Road, Lygon Street and Nicholson Street.

Survey responses included dozens of specific 
examples of streets affected by rat-running, 
which BRN will provide to Moreland Council 
traffic officers.

Resident concern: 

Rat-running

“
“

“
“

“
“
“

“
“

“
Rat running in local streets – they speed 
much higher than the 40km/h limit in 
the street, fly over the speed humps and 
accelerate loudly.

Unsafe driving in our street, even 
though we live in a one-way street. This 
is often used as a rat run, with many 
drivers speeding and often in the wrong 
direction.

Cut down cars sneaking through local 
streets. Maybe more obstacles to stop 
them? Keep them to major roads. 

The increased through traffic as people 
tried to avoid the Lygon Street/Glenlyon 
Road intersection makes getting out of 
your parked vehicle hazardous at times.

Our street (Richard Street) has 
become dangerous high-speed 
rat run, with many motorists even 
driving the wrong way down a one-
way street.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey
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Brunswick	Traffic	2013	Victoria	and	Albert

1	/	1

Q2	Have	you	seen	dangerous	driving	in
our	local	streets?

Answered:	412	 Skipped:	3

Yes

No

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

364

48

In the Brunswick Structure Plan (BSP), major 
east-west residential streets are supposed 
to provide safe corridors for pedestrians and 
cyclists, while vehicle traffic concentrates on the 
main arterial routes. The BSP describes Victoria 
and Albert streets (the first streets ever to be 
named in Brunswick in the 19th century) as “a 
pedestrian friendly corridor”.

However 364 respondents (88 percent) 
had witnessed dangerous driving in local 
streets. This was most evident in Albert 
Street, where 95 percent of those surveyed 
had seen dangerous driving, while other 
streets recorded significant majorities as well 
(for Victoria Street 82 percent, with streets 
between Victoria and Blyth Street recording 
90 percent).

Even in smaller, one-way streets this is a 
problem: in all areas in this study, more than 
80 percent of those surveyed had seen 
dangerous driving in their street. 

Of those people who had witnessed dangerous 
driving, 43.7 % had seen it “often” rather than 
“occasionally” – this tally was even higher in 
Victoria Street, where 57 percent  of those 
surveyed had often seen dangerous driving.

Right across the survey area, in small residential 
streets, more than one in three respondents 
had “often” seen dangerous driving, in streets 
between Blyth Street and Victoria (35 percent), 
between Victoria and Albert (43 percent), and 
between Albert and Glenlyon road 43 percent).

Resident concern: 

Dangerous driving

Brunswick	Traffic	2013	Victoria	and	Albert

1	/	1

Q3	If	you	have	seen	dangerous	driving,
how	often?

Answered:	329	 Skipped:	86

Occasionally

Often

0 50 100 150 200

179

150
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XXX people?

likley to be 
developed

AREA that NEEDS TRAFFIC CALMING NOW.

(ALREADY) HIGH stress ROAD traffic and foot traffic
BUDGET AND 
ACTION SO FAR: $0

Already Built or Developed

TO BE REZONED COMMERCIAL/MIXED

PERMIT ISSUED FOR CONSTRUCTION

LIKELY FOR DEVELOPMENT

RECORDED/REPORTED COLLISIONS OVER PAST 2 YEARS. THIS 
CLEARLY SHOWS THE AREA IS already PRONE TO DANGEROUS DRIVING.

BUDGET AND ACTION SO FAR: $0
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8
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VALUE $?

14 storey
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VALUE $?
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Resident concern:

Accidents
One hundred and seventy-six respondents had 
seen accidents in our local streets. In some areas 
the proportion was even higher, with 58 percent 
of Albert Street, Brunswick residents having seen 
accidents. 

Council officers rely on police reports to 
determine the number of accidents in the 
neighbourhood, but it’s clear that many accidents 
go unreported because residents can’t identify 
the culprit.

“ “

 We have small kids! Our car has been 
crashed into by a motorist and trucks 
had taken off car mirrors - I've seen 
them do it! Rat runners don't care for 
appropriate driving through the streets
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Perceptions of whether driving is “dangerous” may 
vary, but there is plenty of physical evidence to 
show unsafe driving. 

As photos and statements in this report show, 
parked cars in residential streets are regularly 
damaged by passing traffic. The narrowness of 
many residential streets in Brunswick, the slaloming 
of trucks between parked vehicles, and the speed 
of non-locals rat running through the streets has 
caused a lot of damage to residents’ cars, as well 
as community infrastructure like road signs, phone 
booths and trees. 

Resident concern:

Damage to cars and 
community infrastructure

“
“

“
“

“
“

Numerous cars in our street have been 
hit! All my neighbours and mine have 
been hit once. Mine was damaged 
severely. Some neighbours’ cars were hit 
twice by cars driving and speeding up in 
Victoria Street.

My car was written off while stationary 
outside my house. An electricity truck 
was seen hitting the car. Now I use 
Flexicar, but last summer the car I was 
about to use for a long weekend was hit 
and damaged.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

We have had two incidents where people 
have driven into our car and driven off, 
leaving us to pay and repair the damage.

“ “The amount of trucks is very 
dangerous and constant traffic 
jams as the street is very narrow. 
Accidents such as power poles have 
been hit by trucks trying to pass. 

Brett Street   
22/11/11

Speeding car hits  
three parked cars.

Reported to Strategic 
Transport department. 

Action taken: none

Case number:  
(possibly) CRS289411
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In many places around Brunswick, footpaths 
have been badly damaged by parked or speeding 
traffic, causing hazards for pedestrians and 
especially the many elderly people who walk 
around the suburb or to the shops in Lygon Street 
and Sydney Road. 

Making the problem worse is a lack of regular 
maintenance including along Council-designated 
major pedestrian routes.

Improving footpath quality was a top priority, 
and was one of the two most widely supported 
actions proposed in the survey.

“
“
“

“
“

Many roads and footpaths are in 
dangerous disrepair – FIX PLEASE

The footpath in Albert Street is 
disgusting and is in urgent need of 
upgrading.

Footpath quality is biggest issue

Improve footpath quality, especially Albert 
Street (west side of railway line on the 
south side)

Degraded footpath near Lygon StreetDegraded footpath Victoria Street

Degraded footpath Victoria Street

DAMAGED BRUNSWICK FOOTPATHS

Resident concern:

Damaged and  
neglected footpaths

“
Business parking causes this damage,  near Albert/Lygon
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A central aim of the Moreland Integrated Transport 
Strategy is to encourage children to walk or cycle to 
school. However responses to the survey show that 
this policy needs more support and that Council 
must invest significant time and effort to address 
the danger perceived and experienced by both 
parents and children.

More than 40 respondents to the survey 
commented about the traffic hazards for young 
children (and another noted: “I would worry 
more if I had children!”). Many parents told the 
Brunswick Residents Network that they drive their 
children to school because they are reluctant to 
allow them to walk or cycle within the suburb at 
peak times. 

This concern is not restricted just to crossing major 
roads, as many residents are even worried about 
safety in their own street.

Resident concern:

Hazards for children

“

“

“

“

“
“

“

“
I ride my two daughters to Brunswick East 
Primary daily along Albert Street from Blair 
St (Abruzzo Park). They are reluctant to 
ride and want to walk or drive instead due 
to the risk of heavy two way traffic and the 
closeness at which cars pass.

Concern about my teenage daughter 
cycling around the area. 

Much more reluctant to allow kids 
to walk independently around local 
neighbourhood (e.g. to the park), 
because of traffic on Victoria Street.

I am concerned about letting my 
children walk to and from school 
because of the speed of cars in 
the area and the poor visibility at 
intersections due to lots of parked cars, 
often close to side streets.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey
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“ “
“ “

“ “
“ “

I rarely walk down Albert Street with 
my two year old because there are 
too many cars that drive quickly, and 
almost seem to relish going over the 
ineffectual speed humps quickly.

We live in a small one-way street 
with no speed humps – so the traffic 
speeds up our street. We have small 
children and it is dangerous when 
loading them in and out of our car.

It affects the way we have to watch 
our kids whilst going in/out of the 
house and getting in/out of the car 
due to increased traffic, dangerous 
driving.

We are in Noel Street, Brunswick East 
and there is a kinder in the street. 
Should be 40kph mandatory as rat 
runners avoiding Nicholson Street are 
increasing.

“ “Many young children live on our street (Nash Street, Brunswick) 
Cars drive very fast down our road. The current 40km speed 
limit is far too fast for our windy, narrow, one way street. This 
speed limit MUST be addressed either by reducing the speed 
limit to 20km or adding speed humps. Every resident of Nash 
Street we have spoken to feels the same way. The seriousness 
of this issue is proven by a recent crash in Nash Street involving 
a driver who managed to write off 4 cars when she crashed – 
luckily this accident happened at night which meant only the 
driver was injured.
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Moreland Council’s policies highlight the importance 
of walking for to improve health, environment and 
mobility for the elderly. 

The redevelopment of old factory sites in Brunswick 
and Brunswick East is supposed to encourage 
walking. In the Brunswick Structure Plan, Victoria 
and Albert Streets are described as the “primary 
east-west pedestrian link along urban renewal” 
and a “pedestrian friendly corridor”, running east-
west from Merri Creek to the parklands west of the 
Upfield railway line. 

However many people, including the elderly or 
parents with young children, expressed concern 
about the increasing hazards to pedestrians: this 
was the most common topic of comment. 

Several people also raised concerns for the safety of 
their household pets..

Resident concern:

Hazards for pedestrians “
“
“
“

“
“
“
“
““

At times it is ghastly trying to cross 
the road given the traffic, especially 
with a dog or a toddler in tow.

I’m an elderly person who doesn’t 
drive – if I need to go out shopping I 
should be safe not being hit by a car.

Very dangerous crossing the corner 
of John Street and Glenlyon Road. 
It is very hard with kids to cross this 
intersection at peak times.

Many times I have been crossing 
intersections as a pedestrian with a green 
walk light when turning drivers have not 
given way and almost knocked into me. 
This has also happened when walking 
with my three year old daughter.

I am walking a lot as I have retired 
recently. I am appalled at the number 
of times that cars have not given me 
right of way, when the pedestrian 
lights have indicated that it is safe for 
me to cross. If I had not been vigilant 
I would have been seriously injured or 
killed in the past two years due to cars 
going against the lights at pedestrian 
crossings.

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey
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Older people with disabilities find it especially 
difficult to move freely due to speeding cars and 
bicycles:

“ ““ “

I travel by electric scooter (wheel 
chair). Often cars pull on to pedestrian 
crossing when traffic is heavy and 
bumper to bumper

It’s hard to cross Lygon Street at Albert 
Street, and I feel dangerous to cross.

Inconvenience to pedestrians due 
to damaged footpaths and vehicles 
blocking footpaths – this reduces 
community space.

Ambulance (in distance) tries to escape  
Albert Street traffic gridlock 
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Moreland Council is rightly proud of its policies 
designed to promote cycling, and recent censuses 
have highlighted the increasing number of people 
who cycle to work, commute around the suburb or 
use bikes for exercise.

Over fifty people commented on cycling issues in 
the survey, with the majority expressing concern 
over increasing hazards to cyclists (both on main 
arterial roads and in narrow residential streets).

Resident concern:

Hazards for cyclists  
(and from cyclists) “

“

“
“

“
“
“

“ ““
Due to the erratic nature of traffic 
trying to navigate both main roads 
and side roads, I no longer feel safe 
riding my bike.

Frustrated drivers become very 
aggressive towards cyclists on narrow 
streets if they cannot pass safely – 
they will usually just squeeze past 
without leaving a safe distance. 

I have been hit on my bike by a 
motorist on Evans Street – a narrow 
two-way traffic street.

Riding a bike – particularly a cargo 
bike with our 2 year old in it – is quite a 
challenge in some streets, particularly 
travelling between Nicholson St and 
Sydney Rd where there are non-safe 
corridors.

It feels dangerous to cycle on Lygon 
and Nicholson Streets. No marked bike 
lanes and bluestone at edges of roads 
means you’re further out in traffic. 
Dangerous driving is mainly on these 
roads (speeding, accidents, running 
red lights)

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey
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However with an increasing number of young and not 
so young bicyclists in the suburb, there were a number 
of comments critical of cyclists who disobey the road 
rules, and inconvenience pedestrians and drivers:

“
“
“ “

“
“
“
“ “

“
Traffic pushes cyclists onto the 
footpath, and they make it hard for 
us oldies. Roads too crowded and 
dangerous – cyclist dodging in and out 
of traffic 

The more apartments go up the 
greater volume of traffic – the worst 
offenders are the cyclists – they ride 
on footpaths, ignore red lights, ride in 
the middle of streets etc.

We walk every day – bicycles often 
disobey rules. Pedestrians and bike 
riders need to look before crossing 
roads.

Lots of dangerous cyclists. Get rid of 
cyclists or make them pay for the use 
of roads that support their needs. They 
are a menace. They take for free what 
others pay for them.

Make bike riding safer: wear high viz 
strip and take out ear phones.

Moreland Council’s bicycle “sharrows” are now being used to 
signal that roadways are shared by cyclists and motorists
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There were over fifty responses highlighting 
concerns over increasing noise and pollution.  
People highlighted noisy trucks (including Council 
trucks) in the small hours of the morning. Late night 
“hooning” and motorcycles made others upset. 

As more buildings combine floors with residential, 
commercial and shopping tenancies, this problem 
may increase. 

Air quality was also a problem, with both increasing 
traffic fumes and dust both mentioned.

Resident concern:

Noise and pollution “
“
“
“

“
“
“
“
“

“
The amount of traffic causes noise 
pollution. Streets are constantly 
choked, slowing down residents’ 
commute.

In Albert Street, cars parked on either 
side allow for only one carriage-way 
for two-way traffic. When cars cannot 
move, all you hear is horns tooting and 
drivers yelling and screaming. Not a 
good environment to be in.

Noise – arguments between motorists 
using abusive and foul language

Large loud trucks associated with 
construction sites idling in small streets 
during early hours (multiple complaints 
made to Council). Late night hooning on 
Lygon Street. 

Noise! Particularly traffic (heavy 
vehicles) from 4am onwards. There 
are both Council waste trucks and 
private waste trucks. Also delivery 
trucks park and leave their motors 
and refrigerators on in the wee hours. 
Council ignores this – to confirm, go 
out at 4 AM and check!

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

“

“

I can’t open front door for cool air 
as fumes from traffic come into 
the house. 
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Many comments in the survey connected the 
increasing traffic to the number of new apartments 
being built around the neighbourhood, often in 
multi-storey complexes. In spite of Council policy 
designed to encourage apartment purchasers to 
use public transport and bicycles, residents are not 
persuaded that increased density means less private 
vehicles. As one response noted: “Increased density 
= increased traffic”. 

Resident concern:

Large high-rise projects  
increase traffic 

“
““

“
New apartments being built mean 
more cars. It is already congested 
and there is not enough parking for 
local cars let alone new residents 
and visitors. Construction frequently 
causes closed and build-up of traffic.

The number of apartment dwellings 
built in the last four years, and 
continues to occur, have been done 
with no consideration for current 
infrastructure.

“

“ “
“

“ “
Limit the insane concentration of new 
high density apartment blocks along the 
northern sections of Lygon St – enough 
already! These add traffic and detract 
from the amenity of the neighbourhood, 
especially at street level.

The numerous high-rise construction 
projects are causing massive delays 
to traffic, especially to trams, often 
narrowing traffic into the tram lines and 
blocking off side streets without warning 
(Lygon/Victoria for a current example).

I am concerned about the increased 
traffic on the narrow streets around the 
French Avenue and Sires developments 
once constructed.

Even before new apartment complexes are 
completed, residents have commented on 
movement from construction vehicles in narrow 
streets.

Some respondents identified a problem when 
Moreland Council exempts developers from 
the need to include internal loading bays within 
new apartment and shopping complexes. This 
allows trucks to unload outside, which in turn can 
inconvenience passing cyclists and drivers.

As we go to print, Council is also preparing plans for 
new residential growth zones along Nicholson Street 
and in Brunswick West, in line with State government 
policy, which will create new regions for growth – 
and traffic.

BRUNSWICK 
RESIDENTS 
NETWORK
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In our survey, residents and businesses were offered 
23 options for making their streets safer and 
more pleasant. They were also asked for their own 
suggestions for action which are discussed later.

The first question asked for a yes or no response, 
to whether these options would make your street 
safer and more pleasant. 

The chart above shows clearly nineteen options 
were supported by the majority of residents– as well 
as five measures with less than majority support. 

Opinions vary between residents of busier and 
quieter streets, with residents in busier streets likely 
to support more of the suggested actions. 

The chart shows widely accepted measures include:

•	More shady trees – almost universally approved

•	Improving footpath quality was second most 
popular – together with charging businesses that 
damage footpaths (clearly a problem seen by 
most Brunswick pedestrians!) A large majority also 
wanted more pedestrian crossings, including zebra 
crossings.

•	Keeping large trucks out of residential streets

•	Marking bike lanes, and painting bicycle 
symbols on the street 

•	Garden beds to narrow and beautify the streets

•	Signage, including Give Way and Stop signs where 
small streets enter bigger streets, and painting 40 
kph signs on the street.

RESIDENT AGREEMENT 
ON ACTION:

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
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No	  entry	  for	  big	  trucks	  (except	  delivery)	  

Marked	  bike	  lanes	  
Enforce	  the	  40k	  speed	  limit	  

Painted	  bicycle	  signs	  on	  streets	  (eg	  bike	  &	  arrow	  symbols)	  
Small	  garden	  beds	  to	  narrow	  and	  beauJfy	  the	  street	  

GIVE	  WAY	  or	  STOP	  signs	  where	  small	  streets	  enter	  bigger	  
Paint	  40k	  signs	  on	  the	  street	  
More	  pedestrian	  crossings	  

Remove	  No	  Parking	  signs	  outside	  former	  factories	  
Use	  Zebra	  crossings	  (painted	  crossings)	  

More	  seats	  on	  footpaths	  
Raised	  footpath	  across	  intersecJons	  
Slow	  traffic	  using	  rough	  bluestone	  

Limit	  entry	  at	  busy	  Jmes	  
More	  effecJve	  speed	  humps	  (to	  slow	  all	  traffic)	  

Barriers	  to	  stop	  through	  traffic	  
Short	  one-‐way	  secJons	  

Narrow	  roads	  to	  one	  curving	  lane	  (chicanes)	  
Reduce	  speed	  limits	  further	  

Narrow	  the	  entry	  to	  the	  street	  

Number	  choosing	  op0on	  
	  

Would	  	  these	  op0ons	  would	  make	  your	  street	  	  
more	  safe	  and	  pleasant?	  

Yes	  

No	  
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GIVE	  WAY	  or	  STOP	  signs	  where	  small	  streets	  enter	  bigger	  streets	  
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Slow	  traffic	  using	  rough	  bluestone	  at	  the	  street	  entry	  

More	  seats	  on	  footpaths	  
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Number	  priori+sing	  
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In addition to indicating their agreement or 
disagreement, people were also asked to mark 
their four top priorities for action (charted 
above).  The chart above shows that actions 
prioritised more often usually also recorded 
a high rate of acceptability in the previous 
question.

1) More shady trees along the streets (140 
people) was most often prioritised (and most 
agreed-to).  One respondent noted: “More trees= 
softer landscape=relaxed people” while another 
stated: “By making streets more beautiful, we 
can encourage more community spirit to enjoy 
walking and cycling together”.

2) The second major priority was for marked 
bike lanes (125) – and 54 people also 
prioritised painted bicycle signs on streets.

3) The next highest priorities were to limit entry 
for big trucks into residential streets (112), 
and enforcing the 40kph speed limit that 
exists across the survey area (111).

4)Fifth on the list of priorities was improving 
footpath quality (109); followed by small 
garden beds to narrow and beautify 
the street (102). Other common priorities 
included: more effective speed humps to slow 
traffic (72), and limiting entry at busy times 
(57). 

There were literally hundreds of comments and 
suggestions about problems and solutions, so the 
following section gives an overview of recurring 
suggestions. (All survey comments will be 
collated and presented to Council traffic officers.)

RESIDENT PRIORITIES 
FOR ACTION:

“
“

One enthusiastic reply noted:

“I cannot believe I ticked yes to every 
single one of those things: DO THEM ALL!” 
woohoo!
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Moreland Council should:

•	approach	VicRoads	to	introduce	40	kph	limits	for	
all residential streets across Brunswick, especially 
in the area between Glenlyon Road and Brunswick 
Road

•	work with police and relevant authorities to 
enforce existing and new speed limits 

•	allocate	significant	new	resources	to	address	the	
problem of “rat-running” and damage to parked 
cars and community infrastructure

•	find	the	necessary	funding	to	slow	traffic	along	
residential streets, by introducing street narrowing 
and other measures

After lobbying of Council by the Brunswick 
Residents’ Network in 2012, VicRoads approved 
the introduction of 40kph restrictions on most 
residential streets in the area bounded by Nicholson 
Street, Sydney Road, Blyth Street and Glenlyon Road. 

This important step was the direct result of 
residents’ campaigns to address the hazards to 
cyclists, pedestrians and parked cars from speeding 
traffic in quiet residential streets. It’s worth noting 
that some Moreland Council staff initially told 
residents that VicRoads would not grant approval for 
40kph in Victoria and Albert Streets. In fact, when 
the application was made, VicRoads suggested 
expanding the area to include most of the smaller 
streets between Glenlyon Rd and Blyth Street.

Unfortunately there is wide dissatisfaction with the 
lack of enforcement of the new speed limits – which 
emerges as the fourth highest priority for action 
selected by respondents. 

Nevertheless, Moreland Council should now 
approach VicRoads to introduce 40 kph limits for 
other residential streets across all of Brunswick, 
especially in the area between Glenlyon Road and 
Brunswick Road. 

Council and police should also work to enforce 
the speed limits, by introducing street narrowing, 
better signage and other measures to slow traffic, 
especially in areas used by cyclists, school children, 
and elderly pedestrians. 

As well as extensive support to narrow streets 
at various points as a way to slow traffic, a few 
respondents suggested transforming key streets 
into one-way streets. Others disagreed, concerned 
that this would increase fast traffic movement. 
There may be scope to implement strategic 
placement of more one-way sections, which locals 
could navigate but which would discourage rat 
running.

SLOW THE TRAFFIC  
ALONG RESIDENTIAL STREETS

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

Action priority:

Albert Street: Speed humps  are often ignored by trucks and 4WDs
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Moreland Council should:

•	create	marked	bike	lanes	where	possible,	and	
continue to roll out “sharrows” (bike signs) on 
roads, including local streets

•	strengthen pedestrian and cycling connections 
along	Albert,	Victoria,	Edward	and	other	east-west	
streets to link Brunswick’s green open spaces, and 
the bicycle paths along the Upfield railway and 
Merri Creek 

•	increase	signage	towards	the	best	cycle	routes

•	make	sure	that	bikes	and	pedestrians	can	travel	
through any treatments that limit cars (contra flow 
on one way streets, bike access through closures, 
speed humps etc.)

•	improve	street	lighting	for	pedestrians	and	along	
bike paths

Marked bike lanes and painted bicycle signs both 
had a very high approval rating, and marked bike 
lanes ranked second in the list of priorities.  There 
appears to be consensus between cyclists, and 
those who fear bikes as a hazard. 

ON YOUR BIKE!

“
“

“
“
“

“
“

“
“
“

Lane markings for bikes make an 
enormous difference to safety and 
people’s attitudes when passing!

Marked bike lanes and painted bike 
signs very good. Notes that green 
painted bike lanes are the most 
effective bike lanes

Fix potholes and road repairs that have 
been poorly actioned so now they are 
sunken/raised and create a hazard for 
bikes

Grade separated bike lanes (e.g.. 
Copenhagen bike lanes), safe from cars 
and safe for pedestrians and kids to use. 

Better connection of through cycle 
routes – for example, the Coburg to 
City cycle route has poor connectivity 
across Glenlyon and Brunswick Roads 
(Dangerous, with inadequate refuge 
spot in the middle of the road.)

BRUNSWICK 
RESIDENTS 
NETWORK
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Moreland Council should:

•	ensure	that	people	of	all	ages	and	abilities	can	
move safely and easily on footpaths in Brunswick

•	allocate	funds	for	trials	to	increase	infrastructure	
and services (e.g. walking buses) for school 
children

•	improve	and	increase	the	number	of	pedestrian	
and zebra crossings, mid-street refuges and safety 
zones so children can safely walk or cycle to and 
from school and parks

•	improve footpath maintenance and quality across 
Brunswick

Unless Council takes urgent action to create a safe 
environment for young cyclists and pedestrians, 
many parents will continue to use private cars for 
school runs and short trips.  Other studies have 
shown that concerns over hazards for children 
increase Brunswick traffic in spite of Council’s stated 
policy of promoting active transport. These school 
runs affects all road users and pedestrians.

The most common category for respondents’ 
comments on how traffic affects their lives, was 
comments relating to pedestrians.

Making streets safe for children, and the restriction 
this places on their activity (and on their health) was 
another recurrent theme.

WALKING AT ALL AGES

Moreland Council should: 

•	work with residents and local businesses to 
urgently address anomalies in parking restrictions 
for residential streets, near dangerous corners and 
outside industrial sites

•	undertake more effective advocacy and 
information about Council policy on parking, 
residential parking permits, disability and business 
permits, and promotion of active transport

•	increase the number of bike parking stands at key 
points around the suburb

Moreland Council needs to better explain and 
implement its parking policy, because complaints 
over parking are a significant element of the 
community’s response to increasing densification.

Brunswick Residents Network broadly supports 
council’s policy that “permits allow residents greater 
opportunity to park near their property but do not 
guarantee a parking space nearby”. 

Some survey respondents however opposed this 
parking policy. Many others simply want parking 
near their home.  A number noted that people from 
other suburbs are driving into Brunswick to park in 
residential streets, then take public transport to the 
CBD. It seems that people want more residential 
parking permit zones, and Council needs to better 
explain existing mechanisms for local residents to 
trigger this policy.

SORT OUT PARKING

36Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

“ “ “I ride a bicycle to work in the city and 
the most dangerous part of my ride is the 
first kilometre through Brunswick streets 
(Albert, Hutchinson, John) . . .  used as a 
‘rat run’ – often by parents taking their 
children to school.”

Action priority:

Action priority:
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Moreland Council should:

•	demand	developers	conduct	“horizon”	traffic	
planning, looking at the neighbourhood as a  
whole rather than their own individual project 

•	integrate	traffic	management	into	the	Fleming	
Park master plan

•	ensure	that	a	significant	proportion	of	developers’	
open space contributions is allocated for 
infrastructure in Brunswick rather than across the 
whole municipality

SHOW ME THE MONEY!

“ “Victoria Street and Albert Street around 
Fleming Park are prime locations for 
changing habit/ behaviours for the 
future. With the current Fleming Park 
master plan we have an opportunity 
to raise awareness and potential for 
changes that would increase liveability 
of the neighbourhood.”

Moreland Council has prepared a master plan for 
improvements to community infrastructure at 
Fleming Park, one of the few pieces of green open 
space in Brunswick East. But any redevelopment of 
Fleming Park must address access to the park. It’s 
no use spending hundreds of thousands of dollars 
on new community infrastructure in the park, if it is 
hazardous to get there. 

There are is an urgent need to implement traffic 
calming policies in Victoria and Albert Streets 
which flank the park, to protect parents with young 
children, cyclists and sportspeople for whom the 
park is a vital resource.

The BITS strategy recommends the introduction of 
“shared zones” alongside Fleming Park (these zones 
allow the roadway to be shared by cars, pedestrians 
and cyclists at very low speeds). However shared 
zones will not be possible without massive 
reductions in traffic.

Council Engineers say these zones will be hard to 
implement in streets with more than 1000 vehicle 
movements a day. Victoria and Albert Streets already 
have 2-3000 vehicle movements a day.  “

“

Parking problems: Day parkers who take 
tram to work, night overflow from high-
rise residents.

Action priority:
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Moreland Council should:

•	work	with	neighbouring	municipalities	to	lobby	
the State government over funding for public 
transport and redirection of resources committed 
to the East-West link project

•	lobby	the	state	government	for	improvements	to	
the Upfield railway line, such as the duplication of 
the line beyond Gowrie station

•	improve	bus	services	to	increase	east-west	
mobility and connections with north-south tram 
and train lines

In comparison to many suburbs, Brunswick is well 
served with public transport routes, including three 
north-south tram lines and the Upfield railway line. 
However a 2012 report from the Victorian Auditor 
General recommended significant new investment 
in the state’s system, amounting to $3 billion a year 
over the next decade: “We estimate that capital 
expenditure on public transport will have to triple 
over the next decade to cope with the expected 
growth.”Many residents shared their concerns such 
as increased tram delays due to congestion.. Many  
named better public transport asa priority solution 
to traffic problems. 

BRN welcomes Moreland Council’s stated 
commitment to public transport and its stand 
against wasteful investment inmassive road projects 
like the East West link.

However state and local government policies on 
planning and urban redevelopment contribute 
to stress in the public transport network. The 
Department of Planning’s September 2013 report 
to Moreland Council acknowledges that Council’s 
policy on densification along Lygon Street, Nicholson 
Street and Sydney Road is leading to overcrowding 
on public transport: “It is also understood that 
the success of Council’s vision has precipitated 
significant increases in demand along these routes 
that has in turn generated time travel and capacity 
issues that need to addressed.”

The report adds: “Public transport services are 
generally adequate to the CBD, but lack capacity, 
priority and connectivity and as such do not form a 
viable alternative mode of travel to private vehicles.”  

There is also a crucial need to work with companies 
who provide bus services, especially on east-west 
routes, to improve frequency and the hours of 
business.

PROMOTE  
PUBLIC TRANSPORT

“
“ “

““ ““Trams are a good alternative to driving 
for places on the tram lines (north-
south). However when travelling east-
west buses are too infrequent and also 
affected by traffic congestion.”

It affects me when traffic holds up 
trams and buses – harder to cross the 
road and trams increasingly delayed Traffic congestion affects tram punctuality

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
Traffic Survey

Action priority:
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Moreland Council should:

•	commit	long-term	sustained	finance	to	implement	
traffic calming measures around our suburbs, 
improve cycling infrastructure, bus services and 
the quality of footpaths

•	establish	a	working	group	to	ensure	that	the	
new Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy is 
implemented, involving councillors, council staff, 
residents groups, and representatives of local 
businesses and community organisations

•	deliver	an	annual	report	to	the	community	on	
initiatives taken to address traffic management 
and implement the Brunswick Integrated 
Transport Strategy

The objectives outlined in the Brunswick Integrated 
Transport Strategy (BITS) can only be met if 
Moreland Council puts its money where its mouth is. 

Moreland already has excellent policy documents for 
transport, walking and cycling, but these strategies 
on paper are not enough. The new BITS Strategy will 
only work if there is funding to implement a range of 
measures to increase safety and amenity for people 
who live, work and play in our suburb.

While there are many calls on Council resources in 
the northern wards of the municipality, the South 
Ward suburbs of Brunswick, Brunswick East, and 
Brunswick West are undergoing the most intense 
construction boom at present – they need resources 
to develop and protect community infrastructure 
and open space.

In order to achieve the goals set out in BITS, Council 
staff have recommended a minimum of $250,000 
a year for the next five years be allocated within 
the capital budget. However this proposed amount 
will not cover traffic management across all of 
Brunswick, Brunswick East and Brunswick West. 
Even if funds are allocated, residents are concerned 
that the largest amount will be used for Council’s 
share of signage and traffic controls along Nicholson 
Street as the Number 96 tram redevelopment 
proceeds in the next few years.

Additional funds outside of the proposed $250,000 
per annum will need to be allocated for large areas 
of traffic calming, intersection upgrades, cycling 
infrastructure, public transport infrastructure and 
shared zones – all proposals recommended in the 
transport strategy.

TIME FOR ACTION!

“

“

Council needs to invest serious 
resources to address this problem 
before it gets out of hand, because new 
apartments will increase traffic flows in 
the heart of Brunswick.

“

“

Council may have to trial a number of 
these measures and seek subsequent 
feedback about effectiveness and 
community acceptability. Doing nothing 
(the status quo) is STILL not acceptable.

Action priority:



Would you cycle down here and feel safe?

Brunswick Residents Network  Brunswick Traffic Survey 2014

Don’t leave the BITS in pieces

TIME FOR ACTION!
IMPLEMENT THE  
BRUNSWICK INTEGRATED 
TRANSPORT STRATEGY (BITS)

And so many 
accidents...
Are we safe?

Why are  
there so many  

trucks and cars?

Download this report:  
http://brunswickresidents.wordpress.com


