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TIME FOR ACTION!
BRUNSWICK TRAFFIC SURVEY 
2014: SUMMARY AND CHARTS

Are we safe?

So many  
accidents and  

no action?



The Brunswick Residents Network is a local community network that links people who live, 
work and play across our neighbourhood. We’re working to create a safer, more liveable 
community. As local residents, we believe that renters, owners and local businesses should 
have a greater say over State government and Council decisions that affect our suburb. We 
are not affiliated to any political party.

For more information about the network, please contact us: albertstreet2020@gmail.com 
online at: http://brunswickresidents.wordpress.com – or like our Facebook page.

Please download the full report from the brunswickresidents address above.
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The Brunswick Residents Network traffic survey 
was conducted in December 2013 and January 
2014, with residents able to complete the 
responses on paper or online. 

The survey was completed by 415 households, 
representing 1,045 people. While it is a voluntary 
survey and there is an implicit bias towards those 
who are concerned about the issues, the large 
size of the sample shows that there is widespread 
concern about this traffic and liveability across 
the suburb. 

With support from the office of Brunswick MP 
Jane Garrett, surveys were mailed to residents 
and businesses living in the area bounded from 
east to west by Nicholson Street, Lygon Street 

and Sydney Road, and from north to south by 
Blyth Street and Glenlyon Road. This survey area 
surrounds the Albert and Victoria Street corridor 
that is the central spine of Brunswick East and 
Brunswick. Surveys were distributed to residential 
streets running north-south on either side of these 
major streets. While people completing the survey 
were guaranteed anonymity, 180 respondents 
included their name and contact details. 

This document is a summary of thefull 40-
page report, which includes  the hundreds 
of comments added to the statistical survey 
– detailed comments on specific streets and 
particular hazards will be relayed to Council 
officers for consideration and action.

About this report
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There’s a lot more people living in Brunswick, and 
a lot more people passing through the suburb on 
their way to work and play. 

Melbourne’s inner north has a rapidly rising 
population, as old industrial sites get re-
developed into multi-storey apartment buildings. 
This places pressure on local services, access to 
open space and the ability to move safely around 
our suburbs.

As this report documents, local residents are 
concerned about the way that increasing traffic 
is affecting their safety and the liveability of 
their neighbourhood. As Brunswick grows, these 
problems will only increase unless State and local 
government take action.

This report details a number of residents’ 
concerns in their own words and suggests 
measures to improve the liveability of our 
neighbourhoods.

Resident concerns
In December 2013 and January 2014, Brunswick 
Residents Network (BRN) conducted a survey 
of local residents to understand their concerns 
over traffic management and seek their ideas 
for action. The survey was completed by 415 
households (made up of 1,045 people) in the 
area bounded by Nicholson Street, Glenlyon 
Road, Sydney Road and Blyth Street – an area 
currently facing significant urban redevelopment. 

As the following pages detail, the majority of 
residents surveyed believe that local streets 
are increasingly hazardous for cyclists and 
pedestrians and unfriendly for local drivers:

Three quarters of those surveyed (75.1 percent) 
reported that traffic in the streets was affecting 
their quality of life.

Three hundred and sixty four respondents (over 
88 percent) had witnessed dangerous driving 
in local streets, with even higher rates shown 
in residential streets like Albert Street (where 
95 percent of people surveyed had witnessed 
dangerous driving). 

Of those people who had witnessed dangerous 
driving, 46 percent had seen it “often” rather 
than “occasionally” – this tally was even higher 
in Victoria Street, where 57 percent of those 
surveyed had “often” seen dangerous behaviour.

More than three quarters of those surveyed feel 
that traffic is increasing over the last two years, 
with only one per cent reporting less traffic in 
their street. 

With cars avoiding major roads to rat-run through 
residential streets, residents reported that parked 
cars were damaged or had mirrors ripped off; 
there was also damage to phone booths, signs 
and other community infrastructure.

As people completed the survey, they added 
hundreds of comments about problems such as:

•	traffic volume and speed through residential 
streets (especially from large vehicles);

•	increasing traffic related to new development 
projects in the neighbourhood;

•	rat-running and dangerous driving;

•	hazards for bicyclists and pedestrians, and 
especially for children; 

•	aggressive driving or road rage; 

•	damage to parked cars and community 
infrastructure;

•	problems with resident parking;

•	noise and pollution.

Executive summary

Brunswick Residents 
Network 2014
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Turning policy into action
Moreland Council has issued a range of policy 
statements expressing a clear commitment 
to safety for cyclists and pedestrians, and the 
promotion of public transport. 

A February 2014 planning report to Council 
states: “The key direction for transport and 
movement outlined in the Brunswick Structure 
Plan (BSP) is to see the majority of people 
arrive and move around the Brunswick Major 
Activity Centre on foot, by bike or by using public 
transport. It is intended that the dominance of 
traffic within the centre will be reduced, with 
an increase in the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. Streets will be enhanced as accessible, 
high-quality open space. Traffic will be managed 
to reduce congestion and parking will be located 
in appropriate places whilst not detracting from 
the area.”

The Brunswick Residents Network (BRN) agrees 
with these priorities, but this survey of residents 
and local businesses show that these objectives 
are not being met – indeed, Brunswick residents 
say the situation is getting worse.

In December 2013, Moreland City Council 
adopted the Brunswick Integrated Transport 
Strategy (BITS), outlining long-term objectives 
for traffic management in a suburb that is facing 
significant population increase due to increased 
housing “densification” – the construction of 
new apartment complexes along major traffic 
corridors and on old industrial sites.

The BITS strategy includes many valuable 
proposals to address long-standing resident 

concerns about traffic in Brunswick, Brunswick 
East, and Brunswick West. But the strategy is too 
little, too late. Until now, Council practice has 
privileged the free movement of vehicles rather 
than safety for pedestrians and cyclists, improved 
access to open space, and better environmental 
outcomes. 

In spite of significant Council investments in 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, there’s a 
long way to go. The BITS strategy acknowledges: 
“Walking and cycling lack priority and adequate 
facilities, and are inherently unsafe due to 
conflicts with vehicles.”

Recommendations
This report includes charts which detail a number 
of priorities for traffic calming on residential 
streets, and other measures to improve mobility 
and safety for cyclists and pedestrians. Based on 
survey data and residents’ comments, there are a 
number of recommendations for action:

Slow the traffic along residential streets

•	approach VicRoads to introduce 40 kph limits 
for all residential streets across Brunswick, 
especially in the area between Glenlyon Road 
and Brunswick Road

•	Work with police and relevant authorities to 
enforce existing and new speed limits. 

•	allocate significant new resources to address 
the problem of “rat-running” and damage to 
parked cars and community infrastructure

•	find the necessary funding to slow traffic 
along residential streets, by introducing street 
narrowing and other measures.

Brunswick	Traffic	2013	Victoria	and	Albert
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Q2	Have	you	seen	dangerous	driving	in
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A key priority was to limit entry for big trucks 
using residential streets (112 survey responses).

The most popular mechanism to slow or limit 
traffic was small garden beds to narrow and 
beautify the street (102 responses). Other 
options thatrated highly as priorities include: 
more effective speed humps to slow traffic (72), 
and limiting entry at busy times (57). 

A top priority for 111 people was the 
enforcement of 40kph limits in residential 
streets where it exists near Victoria and Albert 
Streets, with the extension of 40 kph limits to all 
residential streets across Brunswick also widely 
supported..

On your bike!

•	create marked bike lanes where possible, and 
continue to roll out “sharrows” (bike signs) on 
roads, including local streets 

•	strengthen pedestrian and cycling connections 
along Albert, Victoria, Edward and other east-
west streets to link Brunswick’s green open 
spaces and the bicycle paths along the Upfield 
railway and Merri Creek. 

•	increase signage towards the best cycle routes (34)

•	make sure that bikes and pedestrians can travel 
through any treatments that limit cars (contra 
flow on one way streets, bike access through 
closures, speed humps etc.)

•	improve street lighting for pedestrians and 
along bike paths.

The second highest priority in the survey was 
to introduce more marked bike lanes (112) and 

other measures to separate cars and bicycles, 
not only on major arterial routes but also key 
residential streets.

Walking at all ages

•	ensure that people of all ages and abilities can 
move safely and easily on footpaths in Brunswick

•	allocate funds for trials to increase 
infrastructure and services (e.g. walking buses) 
for school children

•	improve and increase the number of pedestrian 
and zebra crossings, mid-street refuges and 
safety zones so children can safely walk or cycle 
to and from school and parks

•	improve footpath maintenance and quality 
across Brunswick.

Invest in infrastructure

•	demand developers conduct “horizon” traffic 
planning, looking at the neighbourhood as a 
whole rather than their own individual project. 

•	integrate traffic management into the Fleming 
Park master plan

•	ensure that a significant proportion of 
developers’ open space contributions are 
allocated for infrastructure in Brunswick rather 
than across the whole municipality

As their first priority, people wanted more shady 
trees along the streets (123 survey responses), 
both for environmental and health benefits, but 
as a way of highlighting the difference between 
residential streets and arterial transport routes.



6BRUNSWICK 
RESIDENTS 
NETWORK

Sort out parking

•	work with residents and local businesses 
to urgently address anomalies in parking 
restrictions for residential streets, near 
dangerous corners and outside industrial sites.

•	undertake more effective advocacy and 
information about Council policy on parking, 
residential parking permits, disability and 
business permits, and promotion of active 
transport.

•	increase the number of bike parking stands at 
key points around the suburb.

Promote public transport

•	work with neighbouring municipalities to 
lobby the State government over funding for 
public transport and redirection of resources 
committed to the East-West link project.

•	lobby the state government for improvements 
to the Upfield railway line, such as the 
duplication of the line beyond Gowrie station.

•	improve bus services to increase east-west 
mobility and connections with north-south tram 
and train lines.

Time for action!

•	commit long-term sustained finance to 
implement traffic calming measures around 
our suburbs, improve cycling infrastructure, bus 
services and the quality of footpaths.

•	establish a working group to ensure that the 
new Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy is 
implemented, involving councillors, council staff, 
residents groups, and representatives of local 
businesses and community organisations.

•	deliver an annual report to the community on 
initiatives taken to address traffic management 
and implement the Brunswick Integrated 
Transport Strategy.

Funding a response
Victoria’s Department of Planning, Transport and 
Local Infrastructure confirms that: “the Brunswick 
Activities Area ranks as one of Melbourne’s 
highest housing growth activities areas.”

With Brunswick’s population forecast to expand 
even more in coming years, it is vital that 
councillors are proactive. They should commit 
long-term sustained finance to implement traffic 
calming measures around our suburbs. 

Moreland Council has not yet allocated sufficient 
funding to implement the core recommendations 
of the Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy. 
We welcome the proposal to allocate $250,000 
a year over the next five years for traffic 
management in Brunswick. But Council’s own 
report say this amount is nowhere near enough 
to implement the measures outlined in the 
strategy. The strategy must be extended by 
detailed plans for different parts of Brunswick, 
which can address the specific and different 
needs of each area, with a detailed timetable and 
budget for the work required.

Council must continue to lobby the State 
Government over investment in public transport 
and infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians. 
The Victorian Auditor General has stressed the 
need for billions of dollars of investment in 
public transport each year, at a time the state 
government is focused on construction of new 
freeways and the East-West Link.

Brunswick	Traffic	2013	Victoria	and	Albert
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