
BRUNSWICK RESIDENTS NETWORK NEWSLETTER  

– November 2013 

 
This month: 

 

- Key Brunswick policies at this week’s Council meeting 

- Backlash on new residential zones – public meeting this Friday 

- New master plan for Fleming Park released 

- East-West Tunnel impacts 

- Moreland trains not tolls campaign 

 

They’re at it again – with little notice, there are a series of resolutions affecting BRUNSWICK 

before next Wednesday’s Council meeting in GLENROY.  

 

The 439-page agenda for the meeting, plus hundreds of pages of maps and attachments, went up on 

the council website on Friday. If you have time to read it, you’ll find there are resolutions on a series 

of crucial issues affecting Brunswick: 

- Amendment C134, which would introduce the Brunswick Structure plan into the Moreland 

planning scheme 

- The adoption of the draft Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy (BITS) 

- The presentation of the draft master plan for the consolidation of Council owned facilities at 

Fleming Park 

- New CCTV policies for Sydney Road 

- Changes for the Brunswick Terminal Station 

 

In this month’s newsletter, we detail some concerns that council staff are ignoring Council policy 

and delaying responses to long-standing community concerns over mandatory heights of new high-

rise developments, open space and traffic management. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS TODAY BY PHONE OR EMAIL TO ENSURE 

THEY ACT ON YOUR BEHALF AT WEDNESDAY’S MEETING 

 

Amendment C134 
 

Once again, Moreland council staff are failing to respond adequately to clear Council policy and 

widespread community concern over high rise and the rights of residents to notification, review and 

appeal on planning decisions. 

 

For over a year, there has been a drawn-out consultation process on Amendment C134, which would 

introduce the Brunswick Structure Plan into the Moreland planning scheme. Now, with little notice, 

a resolution comes before Council next Wednesday to ‘progress’ action on the Amendment, but 

excluding community concerns expressed in lengthy process of exhibition, community submissions, 

public meetings and community ‘consultations.’ (Council will also consider Amendment C123 on 

Coburg). 

 

It seems clear that few changes have been made to Amendment C134, despite the level of negative 

feedback received from residents over many months.  The key issues raised within submissions were 

building heights, exemption from notice and review rights, traffic congestion, and affordable and 

adaptable housing requirements. 

 

The recommendation before Council is to proceed with Amendment C134 after a report in February, 

but “to progress mandatory height controls as part of stage 2 suite of planning controls.” It seems 

Moreland Council officers want to move forward without integrating Council policy on heights or 



reinstating the right of residents to submit third party objections on this issue. The report to council 

with staff’s preferred option states “This option would result in permanent planning controls being 

implemented that do not implement Council’s current position on mandatory height control.” 

 

We understand Council staff are busy, key personnel have resigned, and new State government 

policies on residential zones have complicated the planning process in fundamental ways. But this is 

no excuse for submitting a flawed proposal. Why does Council under CEO Peter Brown continue to 

delay action on clearly stated policy on mandatory heights or resident concerns over built form and 

sustainability?  

 

We encourage you to write TODAY to Peter Brown (pbrown@moreland.vic.gov.au), and the three 

South Ward Councillors Sam Ratnam (sratnam@moreland.vic.gov.au ), Lambros Tapinos 

(ltapinos@moreland.vic.gov.au ) and Meghan Hopper (mhopper@moreland.vic.gov.au) 

 

Call for: 

- Deferral of the Amendment C 134 resolution to the December Council meeting, which will be 

held in Brunswick, not Glenroy 

- Staff to do the work to respond to the range of issues raised in consultations over the last 

year, and integrate Council policy (e.g. on mandatory heights) and resident concerns into any 

amendments to the Moreland Planning Scheme 

- Council should remove paragraphs on ‘exemption from notice and review’ from the 

amendment, and re-affirm a commitment to effective community engagement and involvement 

at all phases of the planning process. 

- Moreland Council review and develop a better process for Community Engagement and 

Communication on planning issues. 

 

Fleming Park master plan 
 

The November Council meeting this Wednesday will discuss a resolution on the draft master plan for 

Fleming Park, located between Victoria and Albert Streets Brunswick. 

 

After community consultation, the Stage 1 Master Plan proposes the construction of a new multi-

purpose community facility adjoining the Bowls and Bocce Clubs and the Community Hall at the 

North West corner of the park (on the old Nursery Site). This would comprise two multi-purpose 

spaces, activity/rehearsal space, community meeting and activity spaces, kitchen and amenities and 

viewing deck overlooking the park. 

 

Some residents will be disappointed that the draft plan opens the way to demolish the old Sports 

Pavilion and Grandstand (the draft notes “preliminary advice that the Grandstand could be 

refurbished for a minimum cost of $500,000, with funds better used for new facilities”). 

 

Have your say on the new draft – if Council passes the resolution on Wednesday, the draft will soon 

be out for local comment. 

 

TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC: 
 

Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy (BITS) 
 

On Wednesday night, Councillors will consider a resolution to adopt the Brunswick Integrated 

Transport Strategy (BITS) in its current form. The resolution also proposes to implement short term 

and low cost traffic management items and advise the community.  

 

During the consultation process, a number of responses requested that Council consider road closures 

as part of future traffic management in local areas. Despite these requests, Council staff have 

mailto:mhopper@moreland.vic.gov.au


recommended that full road closures not be considered as part of BITS, arguing that they lead to 

increased rat running!   

 

The strategy also recommends the introduction of “shared zones” (shared by cars pedestrians and 

cyclists) alongside Fleming Park , but Council Engineers say these zones will be hard to implement 

in streets with more than 1000 vehicle movements a day –i.e. they cannot go in Albert or Victoria 

Streets without massive reductions in traffic.  

 

In order to achieve the goals set out within BITS, a minimum of $250,000 a year for the next five 

years is required to be allocated within the capital budget for basic signage and small scale interim 

steps. Additional funds outside of the proposed $250,000 will need to be allocated for large areas of 

traffic calming, intersection upgrades, cycling infrastructure, public transport infrastructure and 

shared zones – all proposals recommended in the transport strategy. 

 

The transport strategy was developed from a report prepared by GTA Traffic Consultants, after two 

community consultations in August and September 2012. It is part of an overarching strategy for our 

suburb known as the “Brunswick Place Framework” which will identify actions, investments and 

policies for Brunswick in coming years. 

 

Why do council go through elaborate and costly transport planning schemes on traffic management, 

without allocating funding to implement action on the ground? We’ll need to lobby Council now as 

the set priorities and guarantee funds for 2014, as the proposed amount will not cover traffic 

management across all of Brunswick, Brunswick East and Brunswick West . 

 

If you’d like to be involved in BRN activities on traffic and transport in coming weeks, please 

contact us on albertstreet2020@gmail.com  

 

You can download the Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy at: 

http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-council/news-media/have-your-say-main/community-

consultation/brunswick-integrated-transportation-strategy.html 

 

For more detailed notes on the draft Brunswick Integrated Transport Strategy, please go to our 

website at: http://brunswickresidents.wordpress.com/ 

 

Trains not toll roads 

 

Moreland City Council has joined neighbouring Councils opposing the State Government’s proposed 

East West Link project and will hold its first public meeting to inform the community.  At short 

notice, Council has called a meeting this Tuesday 12 November, to launch a ‘Train’s not Tollways’ 

campaign, as part of the inner-city response to the State government’s initiative on the East West 

tunnel. 

 

There will also be a community organising meeting on Thursday 28 November (details below). 

Come along, have your say and get involved in a grassroots, community campaign against the East 

West Link. Speakers from Brunswick Residents Network and Climate Action Moreland. 

 

In August 2013, Council reiterated Moreland’s support for major public transport infrastructure over 

the proposed East West project. The project will pass through a corridor of suburbs extending from 

Clifton Hill in the east to West Brunswick and the Port of Melbourne area in the west.  

 

The main impact of the East West tunnel will next door in Yarra municipality, but a significant 

portion of Holbrook Reserve in West Brunswick will be lost to the project. This loss will affect a 

number of sporting clubs and informal users in the area, including Brunswick cricket club and 

Brunswick Zebras soccer club.  
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The northern precinct work includes the stretch of CityLink between Brunswick Road and Moreland 

Road. The main construction activities within this precinct would be widening of CityLink north of 

the Brunswick Road on-ramps and construction of a realigned on-ramp from Brunswick Road (this 

may mean more traffic exiting CityLink at Bell Street to rat run through Moreland!) 

 

To fund the expensive East West Link, many much-needed public transport projects may be delayed 

for years or cancelled. There are a number of areas where investment in better rail infrastructure 

would benefit Moreland residents (for example improving the Upfield Rail corridor through full 

grade separation and track duplication north of Gowrie station, or upgrading tram services on Lygon 

Street as well as the current work and new trams on route 96 along Nicholson Street). 

 

The Linking Melbourne Authority has released the project’s Comprehensive Impact Statement (CIS) 

on 1 November 2013, with community submissions due by 12 December.  

http://www.linkingmelbourne.vic.gov.au/pages/download-cis-documents.asp 

 

WHAT: Moreland says Trains Not Toll Roads 

Yes to better public transport - No to East West Toll Road 

 WHEN: This Tuesday 12 November, 6.30pm 

WHERE:  Estonian House, 43 Melville Road, Brunswick West. 

  

For info phone Elaine Wyatt 9240 2440 or visit:  http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-

council/news-media/news-and-notices/submission-on-east-west-link.html   

 

WHAT: Stop the East West Link - A Moreland community organising meeting 

WHEN: Thursday 28 November, 6.30pm 

WHERE: Temple Park Senior Citizens Centre, Gray St, Brunswick 

 

For more information, contact Sue Bolton, Moreland Councillor, Tel: 0417 583 664 Email: 

sbolton@moreland.vic.gov.au  

 

PLANNING AND SERVICES: 
 

New zoning laws for Moreland 
 

On 1 July 2013, changes to residential zones were introduced into the Victorian Planning Provisions 

(VPP). This included the introduction of three new zones, the General Residential Zone (GRZ), 

Neighbourhood Residential Zone (NRZ) and Residential Growth Zone (RGZ) to replace the 

Residential 1, 2 and 3 zones. Council has 12 months to introduce the new zones into the Moreland 

Planning Scheme. 

 

In line with State Government policy and the new Plan Melbourne, Moreland Council is currently 

preparing plans on these new residential zones across the municipality. 

 

But there’s been a backlash on the slapdash way Council is implementing the policy, designating 

major changes for growth zones along Nicholson Street (currently under re-development with the 

upgraded no.96 tram route) and along Melville Road in Brunswick West. Last month there were 

community information nights, and hundreds of people turned out to an overflowing meeting in 

Brunswick West, where Council is proposing a number of Resident Growth Zones. 

 

In Brunswick West, Council has chosen to investigate areas for new zones simply based on a 400 or 

800 metre radius around selected local centres – instead these growth zones must be clearly defined 

in order to provide certainty for landowners and residents, with agreement on zone boundaries based 

on more than token consultation. See council’s map at: 

http://www.morelandplanning.com/themes/bootstrap/img/ZoningMap.jpg 
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Without proper planning and community engagement, the growth areas could mean 3 to 4 storey 

development across the greater part of Moreland. This could destroy the character and amenity of 

your neighbourhood.  

 

Find out what is going on. Have your say. Decide on action. Come to a public meeting next Friday 

15 November to find out more about the zones, with speakers: Joanna Stanley (Brunswick Residents 

Network and member of the Reformed Zones Ministerial Advisory Committee), Kelvin Thomson 

MP (Federal Member for Wills) and Jack Roach (Planning Backlash). 

 

WHAT: Public meeting on new residential zones 

WHEN: Friday 15 November 2013, 6.30 to 8.00 p.m. 

WHERE: 213A Weston St, Brunswick East (Scout Hall) Mel. ref. Map 29 K10 

 

For more information contact Ernest Healey (Moreland Residents Action Group) – email 

ernest.healy@monash.edu 

 

For a helpful summary of the new zones and the type of housing that will be allowed in each type of 

zone, see the July 2013 practice note issued by the State Government Planning Department: 

http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/theplanningsystem/improving-the-system/new-zones-for-

victoria/new-and-reformed-residential-zones. 

 

For Moreland Council’s plans on the new zones go to:  http://www.morelandplanning.com/ 

 

VCAT RULINGS 
 

Two key VCAT rulings in September highlight the role of land speculation in Brunswick, and the 

importance of the strategic planning process currently underway in transforming residential 

neighbourhoods. 

 

The Commonwealth Bank of Australia v Moreland CC [2013] VCAT 1618 (17 September 2013) 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2013/1618.html 

 

This is an important VCAT ruling on a project at 304-310 Lygon Street (a 10-story building proposal 

between Victoria and Albert streets, near the single story Maternal and Child health centre, and the 

existing 10-storey concrete monolith Elvira). This decision highlights the practice of warehousing in 

Brunswick, where developers obtain a development permit but sit on it, “with the permission 

intended to be preserved principally to maintain the value of the land for on-sale purposes, rather 

than to actively pursue it.” 

 

In a major decision, VCAT has given an extension of a planning permit for the third time, in the face 

of Council opposition. The permit was first issued in early 2006, some 7 and a half years ago, but 

construction was delayed due to “a downturn in the market for apartments, the GFC and an 

associated turnover of land owners” and the default of the mortgage. Now the mortgagees 

Commonwealth Bank have won an extension of permit to 17 September 2015 to begin construction. 

 

In ruling, VCAT criticised Moreland council for dragging its feet on considering resident views on 

Amendment c134 and the implementation of the Brunswick Structure Plan, on matters such as 

mandatory heights:  “I have some concerns about the early stage that Amendment C134 is at, since 

the council has not yet considered submissions lodged, has not formed a view whether to proceed 

with the Amendment in its current or modified form, and it has not been considered by an 

independent Panel.” 

 

 



Beyond this, “the Amendment as formulated…would still make allowance for a building to be 

approved at a height above 7 storeys and with a varied podium treatment.”  

 

O'Mahony & Ors v Moreland CC [2013] VCAT 1690 (30 September 2013) 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2013/1690.html 

 

Another important VCAT ruling on a proposed three story building near the corner of Nicholson and 

Blyth Streets highlights the importance of current planning changes, with much of Nicholson Street 

being proposed as a new residential growth zone.  

 

VCAT rejected resident concerns over the construction of 3-storey buildings in an area with 

predominantly one story housing, because this is an area slated for densification: “If they [the 

objecting residents] have not appreciated the importance of the strategic future planning and the 

importance of the Major Activity Centre, they may be surprised as well as disappointed that these 

considerations make all the difference and in fact justify the decision reached by the responsible 

authority to grant a permit subject to conditions.” 

 

As VCAT says: “Over the intermediate and longer term future, a lot more developments of this scale 

and height are to be anticipated, at any event if the strategic planning of the Council in its capacity as 

planning authority is to be realised.” 

 

ACTION 
 

Mayoral elections 
 

Elections for the new Mayor of Moreland Council will be held this Monday night at a Special 

Council meeting. Brunswick bookies have South ward councillor Lambros Tapinos (ALP) as a 

leading contender with other likely candidates being Samantha Ratnam (Greens), Michael Teti 

(ALP), and John Kavanagh (DLP). Check the Council website for results or join the session at the 

council chambers, 6pm Monday night. 

 

WHAT: Mayoral election 

WHEN: Monday 11 November 2013 – 6pm 

WHERE: Council Chambers, Moreland Civic Centre, 90 Bell Street, Coburg 

 

Brunswick Block Party 

 

Moreland Council is organising a Brunswick Block Party with a twist.  

 

As part of the redevelopment of the area around Jewell Station, Council is organising a community 

day on Sunday 8 December. 

 

Wilson Avenue is right in the heart of Brunswick. It connects Jewell Station with Sydney Road, and 

is right next to Barkly Square Shopping Centre. But it's a spot that needs some love, so Council is 

inviting you to make it a "better block"!  

 

 Come and get involved: 

 * Paint the street with our special “Bunjil” community mural (all equipment provided) 

 * Listen to Ladyfingers DJ collective – bring your vinyl 

 * Learn how to skateboard – all equipment provided 

 * Practice yoga – bring your yoga suit! 

 * Dance your heart out with our flashdance crews – bring your dancing shoes 

 

For further details on Facebook: www.facebook.com/events/716202861741797/?ref=22 



 

WHAT: Better Block Brunswick 

WHEN: Sunday 8 December, 12 noon to 4pm 

WHERE:  Corner of Wilson Avenue and Sydney Road, Brunswick (near Barkley Square - no. 19 

tram or train to Jewell Station) 

 

Brunswick Terminal Station 
 

Another resolution at Wednesday’s Council meeting relates to the proposed construction of the new 

high-voltage electricity Terminal Station in Brunswick by SPAusNet. 

 

After Planning Minister Matthew Guy overrode Council and community concerns over BTS, 

SPAusnet began construction work, but they’ve already breached planning law with vegetation being 

removed without the required planning permit. The giant hole being dug for BTS66 is underway, but 

it turns out that SPAusnet needs a permit from Moreland Council to dig this deep. Whoops... forgot 

to apply! Never mind, we'll just get Victoria's Planning Minister to fix up Moreland planning rules to 

remove permit requirements. 

 

These breaches resulted in planning enforcement action by Council, including discussions with 

SPAusNet to replace vegetation in the area where the trees were removed along the King Street 

frontage. 

 

On 17 July, SPAusNet again submitted an amendment request to the Planning Minister to change the 

Moreland Planning Scheme and Brunswick Terminal Station Incorporated Document 2012 which 

would exempt the need for a planning permit for these works. 

 

On October 27, the NoBTS66 campaign organised a PARKS NOT PYLONS community day and 

there’s further actions planned. More info at:   https://www.facebook.com/brunswickterminalstation 

 

Protect National Parks 

 

And while we’re talking parks… 

 

Out of 29 councils in Melbourne, Moreland ranks 26th for the amount of open space. We don’t have 

much open space parkland in Brunswick East, so it’s important to support state-wide campaigns to 

protect our national parks. 

 

On 2 November, Brunswick residents with a love of greenery and fresh air fled the inner city to join 

the ‘Shine a Light for Parks’ at Wilsons Prom. More than 1200 people made a sparkling sign on the 

beach spelling out ‘HANDS OFF PARKS!’  

 

In August, the Napthine government introduced legislation allowing 99 year leases for private 

developments in national parks. Let’s continue to send a strong message to the Victorian 

Government that abusing our precious national parks is just not on.  

 

Check out this great video of the event, and send the link to your friends. 

http://vnpa.org.au/page/bushwalking-and-activities/events/shine-a-light-for-parks-at-the-prom#video 
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NEXT MORELAND COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

Special Council meeting – Mayoral election 

Monday 11 November 2013 – 6pm 

Council Chambers, Moreland Civic Centre, 90 Bell Street, Coburg  

 

Full Council meeting 

Wednesday 13 November 2013 - 7 pm 

Glenroy Senior Citizens Centre, 11 Cromwell Street, Glenroy  

 

Urban Planning Committee 

Wednesday 27 November 2013 - 6 pm 

Council Chambers, Moreland Civic Centre, 90 Bell Street, Coburg  

 

Full Council meeting 

Wednesday 11 December 2013 - 7 pm 

Richard Lynch Senior Citizens Centre, 27 Peacock Street, Brunswick West 

 

Urban Planning Committee 

Wednesday 18 December 2013 - 6 pm 

Council Chambers, Moreland Civic Centre, 90 Bell Street, Coburg  

 

(Check latest times and location at the council website: www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-

council/council-and-committee-meetings.html ) 

 

MAILING LIST AND FURTHER INFORMATION:  

 

To contact organisers of the Brunswick Residents’ Network, offer to help with future activities or be 

added to our resident’s mailing list, please email albertstreet2020@gmail.com, or phone 0421 840 

100.  

 

For meeting details and copies of past newsletters go to: http://brunswickresidents.org 

 

Check out our Facebook page: Brunswick Residents Network      If you’re on Facebook, please help 

us reach more people by “Like-ing” our page, adding comments, and sharing news and events. 

 

Please forward this e-letter to other Moreland neighbours who’d like a say in the way their 

community is changing. 

 

 

 

 


